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GILBERT WEST, Esg. 


. 


N a late converſation we had together 
upon the ſubject of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, I told you, that beſides all the proofs 
of ir which may be drawn from the pro- 
phecies of the Old Teflament, from the ne- 
ceſſary connection it has with the whole 1 
ſyſtem of the Feoiſb religion, from the mi- 
racles of Chrift, and from the evidence {| 
given of his reſurrection by all the other | 


Apoftles; I thought the converſion and the 
Apoſtleſhip of St. Paul alone, duly conſi- 
Wen was of itſelf a demonſtration ſuffi- 
9 B 
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cient to prove Chriſtianity to be a Divine 
Revelation. 
As you ſeemed to think that ſo compen- 
dious a proof might be of uſe to convince 
] thoſe unbelievers that will not attend to a. 
4 longer ſeries of arguments, I have thrown 
together the reaſons upon which I ſupport 
3 that propoſition. 
In the 26th chapter of the FEM of the 
Apofiles, writ by a cotemporary author, and 
2 companion of St. Paulin preaching the 
Goſpel, as appears by the book itſelf, ch. 
xx. ver. 6, 13, 14. xxvii. 1. Sc. St. Paul 
is ſaid to have given himſelf this account 
of his converſion and preaching, to King 
5 Agrippa and Feſtus the Roman gover- 
nor: My manner of life from my youth, 
which was, at the firſt, among mine own 
© nation at Feru/alem, know all the Fews, 
* which knew me from the beginning (if 
they would teſtify) that after the ſtricteſt 
© ſe& of our religion, I lived a phariſee. 
© And now I ſtand and am judged for the 
hope of the promiſe made by God unto 
* our fathers: unto which Promiſe our 
= 3 | twelve 
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and Apoſtleſpip of St. Pavi. 3 
twelve tribes, inſtantly ſerving God day 
and night, hope to come; for which 
hope's ſake, King Agrippa, I am accuſed 
by the Jets. Why ſhould it be thought 
2 thing incredible with you, that God 
ſhould raiſe the dead? I verily thought 
with myſelf, that I ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of 'Feſas of 
Nazareth. Which thing I alſo did in 
Feruſalem, and many of the ſaints did I 
ſhut up in priſon, having received autho- 
rity from the chief prieſts; and when they 
were put to death, I gave my voice againſt 
them. And I puniſhed them oft in every 
ſynagogue, and compelled them to blaſ- 
pheme, and being exceedingly mad againſt 
them, I perſecuted them even unto ſtrange 
cities. Whereupon as I went to Damaſcus 
with authority and commiſſion from the 
chief prieſts, at mid-day, O King, I faw 
in the way a light from heaven, above the 
brightneſs of the ſun, ſhining round about 
me, and them which journeyed with me. 
And when we were all fallen to the earth, 
I heard a voice Ipeaking unto me, and 


B 2 © ſaying 
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* ſaying N in f the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul. 


why perſecuteſt thou me? It is hard for 
thee to kick againſt the pricks. And 1 
ſaid, Who art thou, Lord? And he ſaid, 
I am Feſus whom thou perſecuteſt. But 
riſe, ſtand upon thy feet; for I have ap- 


peared unto thee for this purpoſe, to make 
thee à miniſter, and a witneſs both of thoſe 


things which thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe 
things in the which I will appear unto 
thee;' delivering. thee from' the people, 
and from the-Gentiles, unto whom I now 
ſend: thee, to open their eyes, and to turn 


them from dark nefs to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, that they may 


receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and inheritance 
among them which are ſanctified by faith 
that is in me. Whereupon, O King 
Agrippa, I was not diſobedient to the hea- 
venly viſion: but ſhewed firſt unto them 
of Damaſcus, and at Feraſalem, and through- 


out all the coaſt of Judea, and to the Gen- 


tiles, that they ſhould repent and turn to 
God, and do works meet for repentance. 
For theſe cauſes the Ferws caught me in 

| | « the 


AN ares 
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and Apoſtleſbip of St. Paul. 5 
© the temple, and went about to kill me. 
© Having therefore obtained help of God, I 
continue unto this day witneſling both to 
ſmall and great, ſay ing none other things 
than thoſe which Mo/es and the prophets: 
did ſay ſhould. come: that Chrif ſhould. 
* ſuffer, and that he ſhould be the firſt that 
© ſhould riſe from the dead, and ſhould 
ſhew light to the people, and to the Gen- 
_© tiles, And as he thus ſpake for himſelf, 

Feſtus ſaid with a loud voice, Paul, thou 
© art beſide thyſelf; much learning doth 
make thee mad. But he ſaid, Tam not 
© mad, moſt noble Feſus, but ſpeak forth 
the words of truth and ſoberneſs: For 
the King knoweth of theſe things, before 
whom alſo I ſpeak freely; for Tam per- 
ſuaded that none of theſe things are hidden 
from him; for this thing was not done in 
a corner. King Agrippa, believeſt thou 
the prophets? I know'that thou believeſt. 
hen Agrippa ſaid unto Paul, almoſt 
1 thou perſuadeſt me te be a Chriſtian. 
And Paul ſaid, I would to God that not only 
thou, but alſo all that hear me this day, 
K B 3 © were- 
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* were both almoſt and altogether ſuch as 
* I am, except theſe bonds *.“ In another 


chapter of the ſame book he gives in ſub- 


ſtance the ſame account to the Jews, adding 
thefe further particulars: © And I ſaid, 
* What ſhall I;do, Lord? And the Lord 
* ſaid unto me, Ariſe, and go into Damaſcus, 


* 
* 
4 


0 


2 


and there it ſhall be told thee of all things 


which are appointed for thee to do. And 
vhen I could not ſee for the glory of that 


light, being led by the hand of them that 


were with me, I came into  Damaſcas. 


And one Ananias, a devout man accord- 


ing to the law, having a good report of 


4 


all the Jets that dwelt there, came unto 
me, and ſtood, and faid unto me, Brother 
Saul, receive thy ſight; and the ſame 
hour I looked up upon him. And he 


ſaid, The God of our fathers hath choſen 


thee, that thou ſhould'ſt know his will, 


and fee that Juſt Ohe, and ſh6uld*ft hear 


the voice of his mouth. For thou ſhalt be 
his witneſs unto all men of what thou haſt 


Acts xxii. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
ſeen 
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ſeen and heard. Anu now why tarrieſt 
thou? Ariſe, and be baptized, and waſh 
away thy ſins, calling on the name of the 
Lord.” ; 
In the IXth chapter of the ſame book, 
the author of it relates the ſame ſtory, with 
ſome other circumſtances not mentioned in 
theſe accounts: as, that Saul in a viſion ſato 
Ananias before he came to him, coming in, 
and putting his hand upon him that he migbi 
receive his bt *. And that when Ananias 
| had ſpoken to him, immedialely there feli 
From his eyes as it had been ſcales f. 

And agreeably to all theſe accounts, St. 
Paul thus ſpeaks of himſelf in the epiſtles 
he wrote to the ſeveral churches he planted; 
the authenticity of which cannot be doubted 
without overturning all rules, by which the 
authority and genuineneſs of any writings 
can be proved, or confirmed. 

To the Galatians he ſays: I G certify 
© you, brethren, that the goſpel which was 
© preached by me is not after man, For I 


A 


— 


— 


Add ix. 12. f Adds, ibid. ver. 18. 
5 B 4 neither 
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neither received it of man, neither was I 
taught it, but by the revelation of Feſus, 
Chrift. For ye have heard of my con- 
verfation in time paſt in the Fervs religion, 
how that beyond meaſure I perſecuted the 
church of God, and waſted it. And pro- 


fited in the Jews religion above many 
mine equals in my own nation, being 


more exceedingly zealous of the tradi- 
tions of my fathers, But when it.pleaſed 


God, who ſeparated me from my mother's 


womb, and called me by his grace, to 
reveal his Son in me, that I might preach 


him among the heathen, immediately I 
- conferred not with fleſh and blood, Sc. 


To the Philippians he ſays, If any other 
man thinketh that he hath whereof he 


might truſt in the fleſh, I more: circum- 


ciſed the eighth day, of the ſtock of 1/rae!, 


of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of 


the Hebrews... As touching the law, a 


Phariſee; concerning zeal,, perſecuting 


the church; touching the weden 


Gal. i. 11, 12, 13 145 155 186. 
: which 
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<© which is in the law, blameleſs. But what 


* things were gain to me, thoſe I counted 
© loſs for Chriſt. Yea doubtleſs, and I count 
© all things but loſs for the excellency of 
© the knowledge of Chrift Feſus my Lord, 
for whom I have ſuffcred- the loſs. of all 
© things, and do count them but dung. 


© that I' may win Chrift*,” 


And in his epiſtle to Timothy he writes: 
thus: © I'thank Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Who 
© hath enabled me, for that he counted me 
© faithful, putting me into the miniſtry, 


who was before a blaſphemer, and a per- 
eee and injurious; but I obtained 


© Mercy, becauſe Idid it ignoranty; I un- 


en | gl 


In other epiſtles he call himſelf an Alle | 
by the Twill of Cod, by the commandments ' 


F | God aur Saviour, and Lord Jeſus Chrift 5 
and an Apoſtle not f men, neither by nner 


but by Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Failber. = 


Reiſe him from the degd Gy All. which! im- 


8 44 
* Phil. i Ul, 4. 5. 6, 7. 8. 75 I Tim, i 1. 11253. 5 


4 :2 Cor. i, 1. Ce i . 1 Tim. i. 1. Gal. i. 1. 
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Plies ſome miraculous call that made him 
an Apoſtle. And to the Corinthians he ſays, 
after enumerating many appearances of 7eſ/¹ 
after his reſurrection, And laſt of all he 
vas ſeen of me alſo, as of one born c out of 
due time “. J 

Now it muſt of neceſſity be, chat the 
perſon atteſting theſe things of himſelf, 
and of whom they are related in ſo au- 


thentick a manner, either was an impoſtor, 


who ſaid what he knew to be falſe with an 
intent to deceive; or he was an enthuſiaſt, 
who by the force of an over-heated imagi- 
nation impoſed on himſelf ; or he was de- 
ceived by the fraud of others, and all that 
he ſaid muſt be imputed to the power of 
that deceit; or what he declared to have 
been the caufe of his converſion, and to 
| have happened in conſequence of it, did all 
—_ happen; and therefore the Chriſtian 
religion is a divine revelation. a 


Now that he was not an impoftor, who 


faid what he knew to be falſe with an intent 


1 Cor, xv. 8. 


and Apoſtleſtip of St. Paul. 


11 


to deceive, I ſhall endeavour to prove, by 
ſhewing that he could have no rational 
motives to undertake ſuch an impoſture, 
nor could have poſſibly carried it on with 
any ſucceſs by the means we know he em- 


8 


under the authority of it, and by the means 
it afforded. 
Nou theſe were the circumſtances in 
which St. Paul declared his converſion to 
the faith of Chriſt Feſus. 

called himſelf the Meſſiub, and Son of God, 


Firſt then, the inducement to mel an 
Ma muſt have been one of theſe two, 
either the hope of advancing himſelf by it 
in his temporal intereſt, credit or power; 
or the gratification of ſome of his paſſions 


4 


That us, who 


notwithſtanding the innocence and holineſs 


of his life, notwithſtanding the miracles by 


which he atteſted his miſſion, had been cru- 
cified by the Jets as an impoſtor and blaſ- 
phemer; which crucifixion not only muſt 
{humanly ſpeaking) have intimidated others 
from following him, or eſpouſing his doc- 
trines, but ſerved to confirm the Jews in 


17 
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their opinion that he could not be their 
promiſed Meſſiah, who according to all their 
prejudices was not to ſuffer in any manner, 
but to reign triumphant for ever here upon 
carth. His apoſtles indeed, though at firſt 
they appeared to be terrified by the death 
of their maſter, and diſappointed in all their 
hopes, yet had ſurpriſingly recovered their 
ipirits again, and publickly taught in his 
name, declaring him to be riſen from the 
grave, and confirming that miracle by many 
they worked, or pretended to work them- 
ſelves. But the chief prieſts and rulers 
among the Fews were ſo far from being 

converted either by their words or their 

works, that they had begun a ſevere per- 
ſecution againſt them, put ſome to death, 
impriſoned others, and were going on with 
implacable rage againſt the whole ſect. In 
all theſe ſeverities St. Paul concurred, be- 
ing himſelf a phariſee, bred up at the feet of 
© Gamaliel , one of the chief of that ſet; 
nor was he content in the heat of his zcal 


Acts vii, 9, 22, 237 . ü 
| with 


and Apiſt leſhip of St. Pæup. 3 
with perſecuting the Chriſtians who were 
at Jeruſalem, but vreathing out ihrealening 
and [laughter againſt the diſciples of the uLord; 
went unto the high prieft,c,aud noſtred q bim 
letters to Damaſcus to ih Jynageghes; that i 
be found any of this m, whether they 2vere 
men or women, ihe wight bring them, bound to 
Jeruſalem *. His requeſt was complied 
with, and he mend te Damaſcus: with authe= 
rity. and commifſton. from the high prisſiat: du 
this inſtant of time, and under theſe cir2 
cumſtances, did he become a Diſciple of 
Cbriſt. What could be his moti ves to take 
ſuch a part? Was it the hope of inc eaſing 
his wealth? The certain confequence of his 
taking that part was not only the loſs af all 
that he had, but of all hopes of acquiring 
more. Thoſe whom he left, were the diſ- 
poſers of wealth, of dignity, of power in 
Fudea: thoſe whom he went to, were in- 
digent men, oppreſſed and kept down from 
all means of improving their fortunes. They 
among them who had more than the reſt, 


Acts ix. 1, 2. + Acts xxvi, 12. 
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ſhared what they had with their brethreny 
but with this affiſtance the whole commu- 
nity was hardly ſupplied with the neceſſaries 
of life. And even in the Churches he af- 


terwards planted himſelf, which were much 


more wealthy than that of Feruſalem, ſo far 
was St. Paul from availing himſelf. of their 
charity, or the veneration they had for him, 
in order to draw that wealth to himſelf, 
that he often refuſed to take any part of 1 It 
for the neceſſaries of life. 
Thus he tells the Corinthians, © Even unto 
this preſent hour we both hunger and 
thirſt, and are naked, and are buffeted, 
and have no certain dwelling- place, and 
labour, working with our own hands *.” 
In another Epiſtle he writes to them, 
Behold the third time I am ready to come 
to you, and I will not be burthenſome to 
you, for I feek not yours but you; for 
the children ought not to lay up for the 


a » a - 


A 


parents, but the parents for the children F.“ 
® 1 Cor, xv. 8. + 2 Cor, xil, 1 PR | 
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To the T beſſalonians he ſays, * As we 
were allowed of God to be put in truſt 
© with the Goſpel, even ſo. we ſpeak, not 
© as pleaſing men, but God, which trieth 
* our hearts. For neither at any time uſed 
vue flattering words, nor a cloak of covet- 
© ouſneſs, God is witnefs; nor of men ſought 
* we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, 
© when we might have been burthenſome, as 
© the Apoſtles of Chriſt, For ye remember, 
© brethren, our labour and travel: for la- 
* bouring night and day, becauſe we would 
© not be chargeable to any of you, we 
© preached unto you the Goſpel of God“. 
And again in another letter to them he re- 
peats the ſame teſtimony of his diſintereſt- 
edneſs: Neither did we eat any man's 
© bread for nought, but wrought with la- 
© bour and travel night and day, that we 
might not be chargeable to any of you f.“? 
And when he took his farewel of the church 
of Epheſus, to whom he foretold that they 
fhould fee him no more, he gives this tef- 
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timony of himſelf, and appeals to them for 
the truth of it; © TI have coveted no man's 
© ſilver or gold, or apparel: Yea, you your- 
< ſelves know that theſe hands have miniſ- 
© tered- unto my neceffities, and to them 
© that were with me *.“ It is then evident, 
both from the ſtate of the church when 
St. Paul firſt came into it, and from his be- 
baviour afterwards, that he had no thoughts 
of increaſing his wealth by becoming a 
Chriſtian; whereas, by continuing to be 
their enemy, he had almoſt certain hopes of 


making his fortune by the favour: of thoſe 
who were at the head of the Zero ſtate, 


to whom nothing could more recommend 
him than the zeal that he ſhewed in that 
perſecution. As to credit or reputation, 


that too lay all on the ſide he forſook. The 


ſect; he embraced was under the greateſt 


and moſt univerſal contempt of any then 


in the world. The chiefs and leaders of 


it were men of the loweſt birth, education, | 
and rank. They had no one advantage of 


# Adds xx. 33, 34. 


Parts 


and Apoſilefhip of St. Paul. 27 


parts or learning, or other human endow- 
ments to recommend them. The doc- 
trines they taught were contrary. to thoſe, 
which they who were accounted the wiſeſt 
and the moſt knowing of their nation proy. 
feſſed. The wonderful works that they did, 


were either imputed, to magick or to im- 


poſture. The very author and head of 
their faith had been condemned as a cxi- 
minal, and died on the croſs between two 
thieves. Could the diſciple of Gamaliel 
think he ſhould gain any credit or reputa- 
tion by becoming a teacher in a college of 
Fiſhermen ? Could he- flatter himſelf, that 
either in or out of Judea the doctrines be 
taught could do him any honour? No; he 
knew very well that the preaching Chriſt 
crucified was A flumbling-block, to tbe Jews, 
and 1o the, Greeks, foodifonrſs. He ; after. 
wards found by experience, that. in all Parts 
of the world, contempt was the portion of 
whoever engaged in preaching a myſtery ſo 


unpalatable to the world, to all its paſſions 


and pleaſures, and ſo: ixrecancileable. to the 
my of human reaſan. Are are mage (lays 
he 
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he to the Corinthians) as the filth of the 
world, the offsfcouring of all things unto this 


day. Yet. he went on as zealouſly as he 


ſer out; and was not aſhamed of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. Certainly then the deſire of glory, 
the ambition of making to himſelf a great 
name, was not his motive to embrace Chriſ- 


| tianity. Was it then the love of power? 


power! over whom? over a flock of ſheep 
driven to the ſlaughter, whoſe ſhepherd 
himſelf had been murdered a little before: 
All he could hope from that power was to 
be marked out in a particular manner for 
the ſame knife, which he had ſeen ſo bloodily 
drawn againſt them. Could he expect more 
mercy from the chief prieſts and the rulers, 
than they had ſhewn to Fe/us himſelf? 
Would not their anger be probably fiercer 
againſt the deſerter and betrayer of their 
cauſe, than againſt any other of the Apoſtles? 
Was power over ſo mean and deſpiſed a ſet 
of men worth the attempting with ſo much 
danger? But ſtill it may be ſaid, there are 
ſome natures ſo fond of power, that they 


will court it at any riſk, and be pleaſed 


with 
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with it even over the meaneſt. Let us ſee 
then what power Saint Paul aſſumed over 
the Chriſtians. Did he pretend to any ſu- 
periority over the other Apoſtles? No; he 
declared himſelf the leaft-of them, and 4% 
than the leaſt of all ſaints*, Even in the 
churches he planted himſelf, he never pre- 
tended to any primacy or power above the 
other Apoſtles : nor would he be regarded 
any otherwiſe by them, than as the inſtru- 
ment to them of the grace of God, and 
preacher of the Goſpel, not as the head of 
a ſect. To the Corinthians he writes in theſe 
words : © Now this I ſay, that every one of 
© you faith, I am of Paul, and'1 of 77 
and I of Czphas, and I of CY. 

Chriſt divided? Was Paul erucified 5 
you? Or were ye baptized in the name of 
Paul if? And in another place, Who then 
is Paul, and who is Apollon, but miniſters 
© by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 
gave to every man? For we preach not 


A * Mb La) 


=. 


* Epheſ. iii. 8. 1 Cor, xv, 9. + 1 Cor. i. 12, 13. 
0 © ourſelves, 


20 Obſervations on the Converſion 
* ourſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord, and 
© ourſelves your /ervants for Feſus ſake *.“ 
All the authority he exerciſed over them 
was purely of a ſpiritual nature, tending to 
0 their inſtruction and edification, without 
any mixture of that civil dominion in which 
alone an impoſlor can find his account. 
Such was the dominion acquired and ex- 
erciſed through the pretence of Divine in- 
fpiration, by many ancient legiſſators, by 
Minos, Radamanthus, Triptolemus, Lycurgus, 
Numa, Zaleucus, Zoroaſter, Zamolxis, nay 
even by. Pytbagoras, who joined legiſlation. 
to his philoſophy, and, like the others, pre- 
tended to miracles and revelations. from. 
God, to give a more venerable ſanction to 
the laws. he preſcribed. Such, in later 
| times, was attained by Odin among the 
i Pots, by Mahome among the Arabians, 
| by Mango Copac among the Peruvians, by 
l the Sofi family among the Perſſans, and that 
1 of the AXeriffs among the Moors. To ſuch: 
|} a dominion. did alſo. aſpire the many falſe. 


\ 
> ö 


* 1 Cor. ili. To 2: Cor, iv. F 


is | | | 
* 17 F 
3 __— { 


and Apoſtleſbip of St. Paul. at 
Meſſiahs among the Ferws. In ſhort, a ſpi- 
ritual authority was only defired as a foun- 
dation for temporal power, or as the ſup- 
port of it, by all theſe pretenders to divine 
inſpirations, and others whom hiſtory men- 
tions in different ages and countries, to have 
uſed the ſame arts. But St. Paul innovated 
nothing in government or civil affairs; he 
meddled not with legiſlation, he formed no 
commonwealths; he raiſed no ſeditions, he 
affected no temporal power. Obedience 
to their rulers was the doctrine he taught 
to the churches he planted “, and what he 
taught ke practiſed himfelf; nor did he 
uſe any of thoſe ſoothing arts by which 
ambitious and cunning men recommend 
themſelves to the favour of thofe whom they 
endeavour to ſubject ro their power. What- 
ever was wrong in the diſciples under his 
care, he freely reproved, as it became a 
teacher from God, of which numberleſs 
inſtances are to be found in all his Epiſtles. 
And he was as careful of them when he had 


* Rom. xiii. 


left 
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left them, as while he reſided among them, 
which an impoſtor would hardly have been, 
whoſe ends were centered all in himſelf. 
This is the manner in which he vrites to 


the Philippians: © Wherefore, my beloved, 


«c 


c 


t 


0 
Cc 


.c 


as ye have always obeyed, not in my pre- 
ſence only, 'but now much more in my 
abſence, work out your own ſalvation with 
fear and trembling.* Phzl. ii. 12. And 


a little after he adds the cauſe why he in- 


ereſted himſelf ſo much in their conduct, 
that. ye may be blameleſs and harmleſs, 
the Sons of God in the midſt 'of a crooked 
and perverſe ination, among whom ye 
ſhine as lights in the world, holding forth 
the word of life; that I may rejoice in 
the day of Chr, that I have not run in 
vain, neither laboured in vain. Yea, and 
if I be offered. up on the ſacrifice and ſer- 
vice of your faith, I joy-and rejoice with 


you all.“ Are theſe the words of an im- 
poſtor deſiring nothing but temporal power? 


No, they are evidently written by one who 


looked 


and Apoſlleſhip of St. Paul. 23 | 


looked beyond the bounds, of this life. 
But it may be ſaid, that he affected at leaſt 
an abſolute ſpiritual power over the churches 
he formed. I anſwer, be ypreached Chriſt 
Feſus and not himſelf. Chriſt was the bead, 
he only the minifer, and for ſuch only he 
gave himſelf to them. He called thoſe 
who aſſiſted him in, preaching the Goſpel, 
his fellow-labeurers and, fellow-ſervantss 
So far was he from taking any advantage 
of a higher education, ſuperior learning, and 
more uſe of the world, to claim to himſelf 
any ſupremacy above the other Apoſtles, that 
he made light of all thoſe attainments, and 
declared, that he came not with excellency, 
of ſpeech, or of wiſdom, but determined 10 
nothing among thoſe he converted ſave. Feſus 
Chrift, and him crucified *. And the reaſon 
he gave for it. was, That their faith ſhould 
wot fland in ihe wiſdom of men, but in the 
power of God. Now. this conduct put him 
quite on a level with the other Apoſtles, 
who knew 7e/us Chriſt, as well as he, and 


-* x Cor. ii. 1, 2, 55 


had 
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had the power of God going along with 
their preaching in an equal degree of virtue 


and grace. But an impoſtor, whoſe aim 
had been power, would have acted a con- 


trary part; he would have availed himſelf 
of all thoſe advantages, he would have ex- 


tolled them as highly as poſfible, he would 


have ſet up himſelf, by virtue of them, as 
head of that ſect to which he acceded, or 
at leaſt of the proſelytes made by himſelf. 


This is no more than was done by every 


philoſopher | who formed a ſchool; much 
more was it natural i in one who! propogeted 


a new religion. 


We fee that the biſhops of Rites 1580 


| claimed to themſelves a primacy, or rather 


a monarchy over the whole Chriftian church. 
If St. Paul had been actuated by the ſame 
luft of dominion, it vas much eaſier for 
him to have ſucceeded in ſuch an attempt. 
It was much eaſier for him to make him- 
ſelf head of a few peor mechanicks and 
fiſhermen, whoſe fuperior he had always 
been in the eyes of the world, than for the 
biſhops of Rome to reduce thoſe of Ravenna 
or 


and Apoſtleſbi p of St. Paul. 25 


or Milan, and other great Metropolitans, 
to their obedience. Beſides the oppoſition 
they met with from ſuch potent antagoniſts, 
they were obliged to ſupport their preten- 
ſions in direct contradiction to thoſe very 
Scriptures which they were forccd to ground 
them upon, and to the indiſputable prac- 
tice of the whole Chriſtian church for many 
centuries, Theſe were ſuch difficulties as 
required the utmoſt abilities and ſkill to 
ſurmount. But the firſt preachers of the 
- Goſpel had eaſter means to corrupt a faith 
not yet fully known, and which in many 
places could only be known by what they 
ſeverally publiſhed themſclves. It was ne- 
ceſſary indeed while they continued together, 
and taught the ſame people, that they 
ſhould agree, otherwiſe the credit of their- 
ſect would have been overthrown; but 
when they ſeparated, and formed different 
churches in diſtant countries, the ſame ne- 
cellity no longer remained. 

It was in the power of St. Paul to model 
moſt of the churches he formed, ſo as to 
favour his owp ambition: for he preached - 

oh - the 
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the Goſpel in parts of the world where no 
other Apoſtles had been, where Chriſt-was 
not named till he brought the knowledge of 


him, avoiding 20 bnild upon another man's 


fonndation *® Now had he been an im- 
poſtor, would he have confined himſelf to 
juſt the ſame Goſpel as was delivered by 
the other Apoſtles, where he had ſuch a 
latitude to preach what he pleaſed without 
contradiction? Would he not have twiſted 
and warped the doctrines of Chriſt to his 
own ends, to the particular uſe and ex- 
pediency of his own followers, and to the 
peculiar ſupport and increaſe of his own 
power? That this was not done by St. Paul, 
or by any other of the Apoſtles, in ſo many 


various parts of the world as they travelled 


into, and in churches abſolutely under their 
own direction; that the Goſpel preached 
by them all ſhould be one and the {ame , 

the 


Rom. xv. 20. 


+ If any one imagines that he ſees any difference be- 
tween the doctrines of St. James and Si. Paul, concerning 


* by faith or by * let him read Mr. 
Locke's 


that the Grace of Gad had been given to him in the me 
extraordinary manner, yet we fee, that he thought his 


aud Anflleſhip of St. Paus. 27 


the doctrines agreeing in every particular, 
without any one of them attributing more 
to himſelf than he did to the others, or 


eſtabliſhing, 


Locke's excellent Comment upon the Epiſtles of the latter; 
or Jet him only conſider theſe words in the Firſt Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, c. ix. v. 27. But I keep under my 
body, and bring it into ſubection, laſt that by any means, 
ohen I have preached to ethers, I myſelf ſhould be a caſt- 
@WAay. 

If St. Pal had believed or taught, that faith without 
works was ſufficient to fave a diſciple of Chriſt, to what 
purpoſe did he Keep wider his body, ſince his Salvation 
was not to depend upon that, being ſubject to the power 
of his reaſon, but merely upon the faith he profeſſed? 
His faith was firm, and ſo ſtrongly founded upon the 
moſt certain conviction, that he had no reaſon to daubt 
its continuance; how could he then think it poſlible, that 
while he retained that /avirg faith, he might nevertheleſs 
be a caft-away? Or if he had ſuppoſed that his elefion 
and calling was of ſuch a nature, as that it- irre rfibly i im- 
pelled him to good, and reſtrained him from evil, how 
could he expreſs any fear, leſt the luſt of his body ſhould 
prevent his Salvation ? Can ſuch an apprehenſion be made 
to agree with the notions of abſolute predeſtination' af. 
cribed by ſome to St. Paul? He could hare no doubt 
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eſtabliſhing any thing even in point of order 
or diſcipline different from the reſt, or more 


advantageous to his own intereſt, credit, or 


power, is a moſt ſtrong and convincing 
proof of their not being impoſtors, but act- 


. Ing entirely by Divine inſpiration. 


If, then, it appears that St. Paul had no- 
thing to gain by taking this part, let us 
conſider, on the other hand, what he gave 
up, and what he had reaſon to fear. He 
gave up a fortune which he was then ina 
fair way of advancing. He gave up that 
reputation which he had acquired by the 
labours and ſtudies of his whole life, and by 
a behaviour which had been Bl ameleſs, touch- 
ing the righteouſneſs which is in the law *. 
He gave up ne friends, his relations, and 


* was not certain, but that he might fall from it 
again through the natural prevalence of bodily appetites, 


if not duly reſtrained by his own voluntary care. This 


fKngle paſſage is A full anſwer out of the mouth of St. Pau/ 
himſelf, to all che miſtakes that have been made of his 


| meaning in ſome. obſcure ex preſſions concerning grace, Es 


gietion, and juſtification. 
- * Phil, ii. G 


* 


ſamily, 


and Jolly of St. Paul. 29 


family, from whom he eſtranged and ba- 
niſned himſelf for life. He gave up that 
religion which he had profited in above many 
of his equals in his own nation, and thoſe 
traditions of bis fathers, which be had been 
more exceedingly zealous F. How hard. 
this ſacrifice was to a man of his warm 
temper, and above all men to a Few, is 
worth conſideration. That nation is known 
to have been more tenacious. of their. reli- 
gious opinions than any other upon the 
face of the earth. The ſtricteſt and: proudeſt: 
ſect among them was that of the Phariſees, 
under whoſe diſcipline. St. Paul was bred.. 
The departing therefore ſu ſuddenly from 
their favourite tenets, renouncing their pride, 
and from their diſcigle becoming their ad- 
verſary, was a moſt. difficult- effort. for one 
to make, ſo nurſed, up. in the eſteem of 
them, and whoſe early prejudices- were ſo: 
ſtrongly confirmed by all the power of habit, . 
all the authority of example, and all the al- 
lurements of honour and intereſt, Thelſe- 


„ Gal. i. 14. | 
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30 Obſervalions on the Conve rſiou 
were the ſacrifices he had to make in be- 
coming a Chriſtian: let us now ſee what 
inconveniences he had to fear: the impla- 
cable vengeance of thoſe he deſerted ; that 


ſort of contempt which is hardeſt to bear, 


the contempt of thoſe whoſe good opinion 


he had moſt eagerly ſought ; and all thoſe 


other complicated evils which he deſcribes 
in his 2d Epiſtle to the Corinthians, chap. xi. 
Evils, the leaſt of which were enough to 
have frighted any impoſtor even from the 
moſt hopeful and profitable cheat. But 
where the advantage propoſed bears no 
proportion to the dangers incurred, or the 
miſchiefs endured, he muſt be abſolutely 
out of his ſenſes who will either engage in 
an impoſture, or, being engaged, perſevere. 

Upon the whole then, I think I have 
proved that the defire of wealth, of fame, 
or of power, could be no motive to make 
St. Paul a convert to Chriſt; but that on 
the contrary he muſt have been checked by 
that deſire, as well as by the juſt. appre- 
henſion of many inevitable and inſupport- 
able evils, from taking a part ſo contra- 


. dictory 


and AprR/cfbip of St. Paul. 31 
dictory to his paſt life, to all the principles 
he had imbibed, all the habits he had con- 
tracted. It only remains to be enquired, 
whether the gratification of any other paſſion 
under the authority of that religion, or by 
the means it afforded, could be his in- 
ducement. N | 
Now that there have been ſome impoſtors 
who have pretended to revelations from 
God, merely to give a looſe to irregular 
paſſions, and ſet themſelves free from all 
reſtraints of government, law, or morality, 
both ancient and modern hiſtory ſhews. But 
the doctrine preached by St. Paul is abſo- 
lutely contrary to all ſuch deſigns . His 
writings breathe nothing but the ſtricteſt 
morality, obedience to magiſtrates, order 
and government, with the utmoſt abhorrence 
of all licentiouſneſs, idleneſs, or loofe be- 
haviour, under the cloak of religion. We 
no-where read in his works that ſaints are 
above moral ordinances; that dominion or 
property is founded in grace; that there 1s 


See particularly Rom. xi, and xiii, and Col. iii. 
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no difference in moral actions; that any 
impulſes of the mind are to direct us againſt 
the light of our reaſon and the laws of na- 
ture; or any of thoſe wicked tencts from 
which the peace of ſociety has been diſ- 
turbed, and the rules of morality have been 
broken by men pretending to act under the 
ſanction of a divine revelation. Nor docs 
any part of his life, either before or after 
his Converſion to Chriſtianity, bear any 
mark of a libertine diſpoſition. As among 
the Fews, ſo among the Chriſtians, his con- 


verſation and manners were blameleſs. Hear 


the appeal that he makes to the Theſſalonians 
upon his doctrine and behaviour among 
them: Our exhortation was not of deceit, 
nor of uncleanneſs, nor in guile: ye are 
© witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, and 
fuſtiy, and unblameably we behaved our- 
* ſelves among you that believe.“ 1 The. 
ii. 10“. 7 And to the Corinthians he ſays, 

| We 


# See alſo 2 Cor. i. 12. and iv, 2. ; 
7 If St, Pay had held any ſecret doctrines, or eaterich, 
(as the philoſophers call them) we ſhould have probably 


I 


and Apoſtleſhip 'of St. Paul- 33 


We have wronged o man, we have corrupted / 
10 man, doe have defrauded no man. 2 Cor. | 
Vil. to. 
It was not, then, the deſire of gratifying- 
any irregular paſſion that could induce. St. 
Paul to turn Chriſtian, any more than the 
hope of advancing himſelf either in wealth, 
or reputation, or power. But ſtill it is. 
poſſible, ſome men may ſay, (and I would 
leave no imaginable objection unanſwered) 
that though St. Paul could have no ſelfiſh. 
or intereſted view. in undertaking ſuch an 
impoſture, yet for the ſake of its moral 
doctrines he might be inclined to ſupport 
the Chriſtian faith, and make uſe of ſome 


Y 


fqund them in the letters he wrote to Timothy, Titus, and 
Philemaz, his boſem friends, and diſciples. But the theo- 
lagical and moral doctrines are exactly the ſame in them 

as thoſe. he wrote to the churchet. A very ſtrong pre- 
ſumptive proof of his being no impoſtor ! Surely had he 

been. one, he would have given ſome hints in theſe private - 
letters. of the cheat they were carrying on, and ſome ſecret. . 
directions to turn it to ſome worldly purpoſes of one kind 

or another; but no ſuch thing is: ta be found in any one 

of them. The ſame diſintereſted, holy, and divine ſpirit, f 
dreathex.an all theſe, as in the other more public lr | 
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Pious frauds to advance a religion, which, 


though erroneous and falſe in its theological 
tenets, and in the facts upon which it was 
grounded, was in its precepts and influence 


beneficial to mankind. 


Now it is true that ſome good men in 
the heathen world have both pretended to 
Divine revelations, and introduced or ſup- 
ported religions they knew to be falſe, under 
a notion of public utility : but beſides that 
this practice was built upon maxims diſ- 
claimed by the Ferws, (who looking upon 


truth, not utility, to be the baſis of their 


religion, abhorred all, ſuch frauds, and 
thought them injurious to the honour of 
God) the circumſtances they acted in were 
very different from thoſe of St. Paul. 

The firſt reformers of ſavage, uncivilized 
nations, had no other way to tame thoſe 
barbarous people, and bring them to ſub- 
mit to order and government, but by the 
reverence which they acquired from this 
pretence. The fraud was therefore alike 
beneficial both to the deceiver and the de- 


ceived, And in all other inſtances which 


6 : can 


— 
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can be given of good men acting this part, 
they not only did it to ſerve good ends, but 
were ſecure of its doing no harm. Thus 
when Lycurgus perſuaded. the Spartans, or 
Numa the Romans, that the laws of the one 
were inſpired by Apollo, or thoſe of the other 
by Egeria, when they taught their people 
to put great faith in oracles, or in augury, 
no temporal miſchief either to them or their 
people could attend the reception, of that 
belief. It drew on no perſecutions, no;en- 
mity with the world. But at that time v hen 
St. Paul undertook the preaching of the 
Goſpel to perſuade any man to be a Chriſtian, | 
was to perſuade him- to expoſe himſelf. to 
all the calumnies human nature could ſuffer. 
This St. Paul knew; this he not only ex- 
pected, but warned thoſe he taught to look 
for it too, 1 Thef. iii. 4. 2 Cor. vi. 4, 5. 


Egpb. vi. 10, 14, 12, 13, 14, 167 16. PBI. i. 
28, 29, 30. Col. i. 9, 10, 11. Roi. viii. 35, 
36. The only ſupport that he had himſelf, 
or gave to them, was, That if they /uf- 
& fered with Cbriſt, they ſhould be alſo glo- 
* rified /ogether.* And that © he reckoned 

C6 © that 
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© that the ſufferings of the preſent time 
© were not worthy to be compared with 
* that glory.” Rom. viii. 17, 18. So like- 
wife he writes to the Theſſalonians, * We 
© ourſelves glory in you, in the churches 
of God, for your patience and faith in 
all your perſecutions and tribulations that 
*. you endure; which is a manifeſt token 
of the righteous judgment of God, that 
ye may be counted worthy of the king- 
dom of God, for which alſo ye ſuffer. See- 
ing it is a righteous thing with God to 
recompenſe [or pay] tribulation to them 
that trouble you; and to you who are 
1 troubled, reſt with us, when the Lord 
Jeſus Hall be revealed from Heaven, with 
bis mighty angels, &c. 2 Thefſ. i. 4, 5, 6 
7. And to the Corinthians he ſays, © If in 
12 8 this life only we have hope in Chrift, we are 
© of all men the moſt miſerable.” How much 
reaſon he had to ſay this, the hatred, the 
contempt, the torments, the deaths endured 
by the chriftians in that age, and long after- 
wards, abundantly prove. Whoever pro- 
5 e the Goſpel under theſe circumſtances, 


without 


= 
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without an entire conviction of its being a. 
Divine revelation, muſt have been mad; 
and if he made others profeſs it by fraud or 
deceit, he muſt have been worſe than mad; 
he muſt have been the moſt hardened wretch 
that ever breathed. Could any man who 
had in his nature the leaſt ſpark of huma- 
nity, ſubject his fellow - creatures to ſo many 
miſeries; or could one that had in his mind. 
the leaſt ray of reaſon, expoſe himſelf to 
ſhare them with thoſe he deceived, in. order 
to advance a religion which he knew to be 
falſe, merely for the ſake of its moral doc-. 
trines? Such an extravagance is too ablurd 
to be ſuppoſed; and I dwell too long on 
notion that upon a little reflection confutes 
itſelf. 
I woult only add to the other proofs F 
have given, that St. Paul could have no 
rational motive to become a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, unleſs he ſincerely. believed in him, 
this obſervation.: that whereas. it may be 
objected: to the other Apoſtles, by thofe 
who» are reſolved. not to credit their teſti- 
_— that having been deeply engaged with 
Feſus 
9 
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Fefas during his life, they were obliged to 
continue the fame profeſſions after his death; 
for the ſupport of- their own credit,. and 
from having gone too far to go back, this 
ean by ne means be ſaid of St. Paul. On 
the contrary, whatever force there may be 
in that way of reaſoning, it all tends to 
convince us that St. Paul muſt naturally 
have continued a J57ero, and an enemy of 
Chriſt Jeſus if they were engaged on one 
ſide, he was as ſtrongly engaged on the 
other. If ſhame with-held them from 
changing ſides, much more ought it to have 
ſtopt him, who, being of a higher edu- 
cation and rank in life a great deal than 
they, had more credit to loſe, and muſt be 
ſuppoſed to have been vaſtly more ſenſible 
to that ſort of ſhame. The only difference 
was, that they, by quitting their maſter 
after his death, might have preſerved them- 
ſelves; whereas he, by quitting the Jes, 
and taking up the croſs of Cbriſ, certainly 
brought on his own deſtruction. 
As therefore no rational motive appears 
for St. Paul's embracing the faith of Chrift, 
h without 
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without having been really convinced of the 
truth of it: but on the contrarys every thing 
concurred to deter him from acting that 
part; one might very juſtly conclude, that 
when a man of his underſtanding embraced 
that faith, he was in reality convinced of 
the truth of it, and that, by conſequence, 
he was not an impoſtor, who ſaid what he 
knew to be falſe with an intent to deceive. 

But that no ſhadow of doubt may re- 
main upon the impoſhbility of his having 
been ſuch an impoſtor; that it may not be 
faid, The minds of men are ſometimes ſo 
* capricious, that they will act without any 
rational motives, they knew not why, and 
* ſo perhaps might St. Paul;“ J ſhall next 
endeavour to prove, that if he had been ſo 
unaccountably wild and abſurd, as to un- 
dertake an impoſture ſo unprofitable: and 
dangerous, both to himſelf and thoſe he 
deceived by it, he could not poſhbly have 
carried it on with any ſucceſs, by the means 
that we know he employed. 

Firſt then let me obſerve, that if his con- 
verſion, and the part that he acted in con- 


ſequence 


40 Obſervations.on the Converſion: 


ſequence. of it, was an impoſture, it was 
fuch an impoſture as could not be carried 
on by one man alone. The faith he pro- 0 
feſſed, and which he became an Apoſtle of, 77 
was not his invention. He was not the 
author or beginner of it, and therefore it. 
was not in his power to draw the doctrines. 
of it out of his own imagination. With: 
Jeſus, who- was the author and head of it, 
he had never had any communication be- 
fore his death, nor with his Apoſtles after. 
his death, except as their perſecutor. As. 
he took on himſelf the office and character 
af an Apoſtle, it was. abſolutely. neceſſary. 
ſor him to have a preciſe. and perfect know- 
ledge of all the facts contained in the Goſpel, 
ſeveral: of. which, had only paſſed between. 
Jeſus himſelf and his twelve Apoſtles, and. 
others. more privately. ſtill, ſo that they. 
could be known: but te very few, being 
not yet made. publick by any writings; other- 
wiſe he would have expoſed himſelf to ri-. 
dicule among thoſe who preached that Goſ- 
pel with more knowledge than he; and as. 
the teſtimony they bore would have been 
different. . 
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different in point of fact, and many of their 4 

doctrines and interpretations of Scripture ii 
# "repugnant to his, from their entire diſagree- 11 
4 ment with thoſe Jewißß opinions in which 
he was bred up; either they muſt have been 
forced to ruin his credit, or he would have 
ruined theirs. Some general notices he 5 
might have gained of theſe matters from 44 
the chriſtians he perſecuted, but not exact 
nor extenſive enough to qualify, him for an 4 
Apoſtle, whom the leaſt error in theſe points 4 
would have diſgraced, and who muſt have i 
been ruined by it in all his pretenſions to 
that inſpiration, from whence the apoſtolical | 
authority was chiefly derived. 1 i 

It was therefore impoſſible for him to act 1 
this part but in confederacy at leaſt with the " 
Apoſtles. Such a confederacy was fill 
more neceſſary for him, as the undertaking 
to preach the Goſpel did not only require 
an exact and particular knowledge of all it 
contained, but an apparent power of work- 
ing miracles; for to ſuch a power all the 
Apoſtles appealed in proof of their miſſion, 
and of the doctrines they preached. He 

- was 


_— 
Pd 
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was therefore to learn of them by what fe- 
cret arts they fo impoſed on the ſenſes of 
men, if this power was a cheat. But how 
could he gain theſe men to become his 
confederates? Was it by furiouſly perſe- 
cuting them and their hrethren, as we find 
that he did, to the very moment of his 
converſion? Would they venture to truſt 
their capital enemy with all the ſecrets of 
their impoſture, with thoſe upon which all 
their hopes and credit depended? Would 
they put it in his power to take away not 
only their lives, but the honour of their 
ſect, which they preferred to their lives, by 
ſo ill-placed a confidence? Would men, fo 
ſecret as not to be drawn by the moſt ſe- 
vere perſecutions, to ſay one word which 
could convince them of being impoſtors, 
confeſs themſelves ſuch to their perſecutar, 
in hopes of his being their accomplice? 
This is ſtill more impoſſible than that he 
ſhould attempt to engage in their fraud 
without their conſent and aſſiſtance. 
We ſuppoſe then, that till he came te 
Damaſcus, he had. no communication. with 
1 the 
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the Apoſtles, ated in no concert with them, 
and learnt nothing from them except the 
doctrines which they had pudlickly taught 
to all the world. When he came there, he 
told the es, to whom he brought letters 
from the high prieſt and the ſynagogue 
againſt the * Chriſtians, and his having ſeen 
in the way a great light from heaven, and 
heard Chrift Feſus reproaching him with his 
perſecution, and, commanding him to go 
into the city, where it ſhould be told him 
what he was to do. But to account for his 
chuſing this method of declaring himſelf. a 
convert to Chrif, we muſt ſuppoſe that all 
thoſe who were with him, when he pretended 
he had this viſion, were his accomplices> 
Otherwiſe, the ſtory he told could have 
gained no belief, being contradicted by them 
whoſe teſtimony was necſſaxy to vouch» for 
the truth of it. And yet, how can we ſup- 
poſe, that all theſe men ſhould be willing 
to join in this impoſture? They were pro- 


* The Diſciples of Chrjf were not called Chriſtians till 
after this time; but. F uſe the Name as moſt familiar to us 
and to avoid circumlocutions, Gan a 
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bably officers of juſtice, or ſoldiers, who 
had been employed often before in execut- 
ing the orders of the high prieſt and the 
rulers againſt the Chriſtians. Or if they 
were choſen particularly for this expedition, 
they mult have been choſen by them as men 
they could truſt for their zeal in that cauſe, 
What ſhould induce them to the betraying 
that buſineſs they were employed in? Does 
it even appear that they had any connection 
with the man they ſo lyed for, before or 
after this time, or any.reward from him for 
it? This is therefore a difficulty in the firſt 
outſet.of this impoſture not to be overcome. 
But further, he was to be inſtructed by 
one at Damaſcus. That inſtructor there- 
fore muſt have been his accomplice, though 
they appear to be abſolite ſtrangers to one 
another, and though he was a man of an ex- 
cellent character, who bad a good report of 
all the Jews that dwell at Damaſcus, and 
ſo was very unlikely to have engaged in 
ſuch impoſture. Notwithſtanding theſe im- 
probabilities, this man, I ſay, muſt have- 
been his confident and accomplice i ene 
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ing on this wicked fraud, and the whole 


matter muſt have been previouſly agreed on 


between them. But here again the ſame 
objection occurs: How could this man 
venture to act ſuch a dangerous part with- 
out the conſent of the other Diſciples, 
eſpecially of the Apoſtles, or by what means 
could he obtain their conſent? And how 
abſurdly did they contrive their buſineſs, to 


make the converſion of Saul the effect of a 


miracle, which all thoſe who were with him 
muſt certify did never happen! How much 
eaſier would it have been to have made 
him be preſent at ſome pretended miracle 
wrought by the diſciples, or by Ananias 
himſelf, when none were able to diſcover 
the fraud, and have imputed his converſion 
to that, or to the arguments uſed by fome 
of his priſoners whom he might have diſ- 
courſed with, and queſtioned about their 
faith, and the grounds, of it, in order to 
colour his intended converſion ? 

As this was the ſafeſt, ſo it was the moſt 
natural method of bringing about ſuch a 


change; inſtead of aſcribing it to an event 


which 
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which lay ſo open to detection. For (to uſe 


the words of St. Pau to Agrippa) this thing 
- was not done in q corner *, but in the eye of 


the world, and ſubje& immediately to the 


examination of thoſe who would be moſt 


ſtrict in ſearching into the truth of it, the 


Fetos at Damaſcus. Had they been able to 
bring any ſhadow of proof to convict him of 
fraud in this affair, his whole ſcheme. of 


impoſture muſt have been nipt in the bud. 


Nor were they at Feru/alem, whoſe. com- 


miſſion he bore, leſs concerned to diſcover 
ſo provoking a cheat. But we find that 
many years afterwards, when they had had 
all the time and means they could defire to 
make the ſtricteſt enquiry, he was bold 
enough to appeal to Agrippa F in the pre- 
fence of Feſtus, upon his own Knowledge of 
the truth of his ſtory; who did not con- 


tradict him, though he had certainly heard 


all that the Jetos could alledge againſt the cre- 


dit of it in any particular. A very remark- 
able proof both of the notoriety of the fact, 


® Ab xxvi 26. - + Ibidem; ö 
and 
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and the integrity of the man, who with ſo 
fearleſs a confidence could call upon a king 


to give teſtimony for him, even while he 
was ſitting in judgment upon him. 
But to return to Ananias. Is it not 
ſtrange, if this ſtory had been an impoſ- 
ture, and he had been joined with Paul in 
carrying it on, that after their meeting at 
Damaſcus we never ſhould hear of their 
conſorting together, or acting in concert, 
or that the former drew any benefit from 


the friendſhip of the latter, when he be- 


came ſo conſiderable among the Chriſtians? 
Did Ananias engage and continue in ſuch a 
dangerous fraud, without any hope.or defireof 


private advantage? Or was it ſafe for Paul to 


ſhake him off, and riſk his reſentment ? 
There is, I think, ro other way to get over 


this difficulty, but by ſuppoſing that Auanias 


happened to die ſoon after the other's con- 
verſion. Let us then take that for granted, 


without any authority ,either of hiſtory or 


tradition, and let us fee in what manner 
this wondrous impoſture was carried on by 
Paul himſelf, ' His firſt: care ought to have 


been, 
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| been, to get himſelf owned, and received 


as an Apoſtle by the Apoſtles. Till this 


was done, the bottom he ſtood upon was 
very narrow, nor could he have any probable 


= means of ſupporting himſelf in any eſteem 


or credit among the diſciples. Intruders 


* 


into impoſtures run double riſks; they are 


in danger of being detected, not only by 


thoſe upon whom they attempt to practiſe 


their cheats, but alſo by thoſe whoſe ſociety 
they force themſelves into, who muſt always 
be jealous of ſuch an intruſion, and much 
more from one who had always before- be- 
haved as their enemy. Therefore to gain 
the Apoſtles, and bring them to admit him 
into a participation of all theis myſteries, 
all their deſigns, and all their authority, 
was abſolutely neceſſary at this time to Paul. 
The leaſt delay was of dangerous conſe- 
' quence, and might expoſe him to ſuch in- 
conveniences as he never afterwards eould 
overcome. But inſtead of attending to 


this neceſſity, he went into Arabia, and 


* Gal. 3. 17; 18. 
then 
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then returned again to Damaſcus; nor did 
he go to Feru/alem tillthree years were paſt. 
Now this conduct may be accounted for, 
if it be true that (as he declares in his 
epiſtle to the Galatians *) he neither re- 
* ceived the Goſpel of any man, neither 
© was he taught it, but by the revelation of 
© Feſus Chriſt” Under ſuch a maſter, and 
with the aſſiſtance of his divine power, he 
might go on boldly without any human aſ- 
ſociates ; but an impoſtor, ſo left to him- 
ſelf, ſo deprived of all hope, all ſupport, 
all recommendation, could not have ſuc- 
ceeded. | | | 
Further; we find that at Antioch he was 
not afraid to withſtand Peter 19 his face, and 
even to reprive him before all the Diſciples, Be- 
cauſe be was to be blamed. If he was an 
impoſtor, how could he venture to offend 
that Apoſtle, whom it ſo highly concerned 
him to agree with, and pleaſe? Accom- 
plices in a fraud are obliged to ſhew greatet 


regards to each other; duch freedom. be- 
longs to truth alone. 


. + Gal. ii. 11, 14. 
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Obſervations on the Cyunverſion 


But let us conſider what difficulties he 
had to encounter among the Gentiles them- 
felves, in the enterprize he undertook of 
going to Them, making himſelf their Apoſtle, 
and converting Them to the religion of 
Chrift. As this undertaking was the diſ- 
tinguiſhing part of his apoſtolical functions, 
that which, in the language of his Epiſtles, 
he was particularly called 79; or which, to 
ſpeak like an unbeliever, he choſe and aſ- 
ſigned to himſelf, it deſerves a particular 
conſideration : but I ſhall only touch the 


$9 


principal points of it as conciſcly as I can, 


becauſe you have in a great meaſure ex- 
hauſted the ſubject in your late excellent 
book on the reſurrection, where you diſ- 
courſe with ſuch ſtrength of reaſon and 


eloquence upon the difficulties that oppoſed 


the propagation of the Chriſtian religion 1 in 
all parts of the world. | 

Now in this enterprize St. Paul was to 
contend, 1/, With the policy and power of 


the magiſtrates; 2dly, With the intereſt, 


credit, and craft of the prieſts ; 3d!y, With 
the prejudices and paſſions of the people; 
4Ihly, 


{ue Apoftleſtip of St. PavL. "G1 
4thhy, With the wiſdom and pride * the 
philoſophers. 

That in all heathen countries the eſta- 
bliſhed religion was interwoven with their 


civil conſtitution, and ſupported by the 
magiſtrates as an eſſential part of the go- 


vernment, whoever has any acquaintance 
with antiquity cannot but know, They 
tolerated indeed many different worſhips, 
(though not with ſo entire a latitude as 
ſome people ſuppoſe) as they ſuffered men 
td diſcourſe very freely concerning religion, 


provided. they would ſubmit to an exterior 
conformity with the eſtabliſhed rites ; nay, 


according to the genius of paganiſm, which 
allowed an intercommunity of worſhip, they 


in moſt places admitted, without any great 
difficulty, new gods and new rites; but they 


no- where endured any attempt to overturn 
the eſtabliſhed religion, or any direct op- 


poſition made to it, eſteeming that an un- 


pardonable offence, not to the gods alone, 
but to the ſtate. This was ſo univerſal a 
notion, and ſo conſtant a maxim of heathen 
policy, that when the Chriſtian religion ſet 
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$2 Obſervations on the Converſion 


itſelf up in oppoſition to all other religions, 
admitted no intercommunity with them, 


bur declared that the gods of the Gentiles 


were not to be worſhipped, nor any ſociety 


ſuffered between them and the only true God; 


when this new doctrine began to be pro- 
pagated, and made ſuch a progreſs as to 
fall under the notice of the magiſtrate, the 
civil power was every way armed with all 


its terrors againſt it. When therefore St. 
Paul undertook the converſion of the Gen- 


tiles, he knew very well, that the moſt ſe- 


vere periecutions muſt be the conſequence 


of any ſucceſs in iis deſign. 

Secondly, Tnis danger was rendered more 
certain by the oppoſition he was to expect 
from the intereſt, credit, and craft of the 


prieſts. How gainful a trade they, with all 


their inferior dependents, made of thoſe 
ſuperſtitions which he propoſed to deſtroy ; 
how much credit they had with the people 
as well as the ate by the means of them, 
and how much craft they employed in carry- 
ing on their impoſtures, all hiſtory ſnews. 


St. Paul could not doubt that all theſe men 


would 


and Apoſtleſpip of St. Paul. 53 


would exert their utmoſt abilities to ſtop 
the ſpreading of the doctrines he preached; 
doctrines which ſtruck at the root of their 
power and gain, and were much more ter- 
rible to them than thoſe of the moſt athe- 


iſtical ſect of philoſophers, becauſe the latter 
contented themſelves with denying their 


principles, but at the ſame time declared 
for ſupporting their practices, as uſeful 
cheats, or at leaſt acquieſced in them as 
eſtabliſhments authorized by the ſanction 
of law. Whatever therefore their cunning 
could do to ſupport their own - worſhtp, 
whatever aid they could draw from the ma- 
giltrate, whatever zeal they could raiſe in 
the people, St. Paul was to contend with, 
unſupported by any human afliſtance. 


And Thirdly, This he was to do in direct 


oppoſition to all the prejudices and paſſions 


of the people. Now had he confined his 
preaching to Fudea alone, this difficulty 
would not have occurred in near ſo great a 
degree. The people there were ſo moved 


by the miracles the Apoſtles had wrought, 


as well as by the memory of theſe done by 
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$4 Obferuattons on the Converſion 


Jeſus, that in ſpite of their rulers, they 
began to be favourably diſpoſed towards 
them; and we even find that the high prieſt 
and the council had more than once been 
with-held from treating the Apoſtles with 
ſo much ſeverity as they defired to do, for 
fear of the people. But in the people among 
the Gentiles no ſuch Diſpoſitions could be 


expected: their prejudices were violent, not 


only in favour of their- own ſuperſtitions, 
but in a particular manner againſt any doc- 
trines taught by a Few, As, from their 
averfion to all idolatry, and irreconcileable 
ſeparation from all other religions, the Jews 
were accuſed of hating mankind, ſo were 
they hated by all other nations: nor were 


they hated alone, but deſpiſed. To what 
a degree that contempt was carried, appears 
as well by the mention made of them in 


heathen authors, as by the complaints Jo- 

ſephus makes of the unreaſonableneſs and 

injuftice of it in his apology. What au- 

thority then could St. Paul flatter himſelf 
* Ads iv. 21. and v. 26. 

that 


% 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. Pur. 58 
that his preaching would carry along with 
it, among people to whom he was at once 
both the objegj of national hatred and na- 
tional ſcorn? But, beſides this popular pre- 
judice againſt a Je, the doctrines he taught 
were ſuch as ſhocked all their moſt in- 
grafted religious opinions. They agreed 
to no principtes of which he could avail 
_ himſelf, to procure their aſſem to the other 
parts of the Goſpel he preached. To con- 
vert the Jes to Chrift Fe/us, he was able 
to argue from their own fcriptures, upon 
the authority of books which they owned 
to contain Divine Revelations, and from 
which he could clearly convince them, that 
Feſus was the very Chriſt, But all theſe 
ideas were new to the Gentiles; they ex- 
pected no Chriſt *, they allowed no ſuch 
feriptures, they were to be taught the Old 
Teſtament as well as the New. How was 
this to be done by a man not even au- 
thorized by his own. nation : oppoſed by 
thoſe who were-greateſt, and thought wiſeſt 


Adds ix. 22. 
| D 4 among 
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$6 O8ſeroations on the Converſion 


among them; either quite ſingle, or only 


attended by one or two more under the ſame 


diſadvantages, and even of Is conſideration 
than he?” 


The light of nature“ indeed, without ex- 
preſs revelation, might have conducted the 


* Gentiles to the knowledge of one God the 


creator of all things, and to that light St. 
Paul might appeal, as we find that he did . 
But clear as it was, they had almoſt put it 
out by their ſuperſtitions, having changed the 
glory of the uncorruptible God into an image 
made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and 
Four-footed beaſts, and creeping things, and 
ferving the creature more than the Creator. | 
And to this idolatry they were ſtrongly 
attached, not by their prejudices alone, but 


by their paſſions, which were flattered and 


gratified in it, as they believed that their 

deities would be rendered propitious, not 
by virtue and holineſs, but by offerings, and 
incenſe, and outward rites; rites which 
dazzled their ſenſes by magnificent ſhews, 


Acts xiv, 17. xvii. 7, 28, + Rom, i. 23, 25. 
and 


and Apoſileſhip of St. Pavr. Fe 
and allured them by pleaſures often of a 
very impure and immoral nature. Inſtead 
of all this, the Goſpel propoſed to them no 
other terms of acceptance with God but a 


worſhip of him in /pirit and truth, ſincere 


repentance, and perfect ſubmiſſion to the 
Divine laws, the ſtricteſt purity of life and 
manners, and renouncing of all thoſe luſts 
tn which they had formerly walked. How 
unpalatable a doctrine was this to men ſo 
given up to the power of thoſe luſts, as the 


whole heathen world was at that time! If 


their philoſophers could be brought to ap- 
prove it, there could be no hope that the 
people would reliſh it, or exchange the 
eaſe and indulgence which thoſe religions 
they were bred up in allowed to their ap- 
petites, for one ſo harſh and ſevere. But 
might not St. Paul, in order to gain them, 
relax that ſeverity? He might have done 
ſo, no doubt, and probably would; if he 
had been an impoſtor; but it appears by 


all his epiſtles, that he preached it as purely; 


and enjoined it as ſtrongly, as Jeſus himſelf. 
+. 0-0 But 
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£ 8 Obſervations on the Con ve rſion 


But ſuppoſing they might be perſuaded to 


quit their habitual ſenſuality for the purity 
of the Goſpel, and to forſake their idolatries, 


which St. Paul* reckons amongſt he works 
of the fleſh, for the ſpiritual worſhip of the 
one inviſible God, how were they diſpoſed 
to receive the doctrine of the Salvation of 
man by the croſs of Fe/us Chris? Could 
they, who were bred in notions fo con- 
trary to that great myſtery, to that hidden 
wiſdom of God, which none of the princes of 
this world knew F, incline to receive it againſt 
the | inſtructions of all their teachers, and 
the example of all their ſuperiors ? Could 
they whoſe Gods had almoſt all been pow- 
erful kings, and mighty conquerors, they 


who at that very time paid divine honours 


to the Emperors of Rome, whoſe only title 
to Deification was the imperial power ; 
could they, I ſay, reconcile their ideas to 
a crucified Son of God, to a Redeemer of 
mankind on the crofs? Would they look 
there for him who is the image of the in- 


10 Gal. v. 19, 20s 1 Cor. i. To 8. * 


v1/ible 


" and Apoſtleſbip of S. Paul. 59 
viſible God, the firſt-born of every creature: 


by whom and for whom were all things cre- 


ated ibat are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions,. of 
principalities, or powers * Nou, moſt ſurely, 
the nalural man, (to ſpeak in the words of 
St. Paul) recerved not theſe things, far they 
are fooliſhneſs to him; neither could he know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned f. 
I may therefore conclude, that in the en- 
terprize of converting the Gentiles, St. Paul 
was to contend not only with the policy 
and power of the magiſtrates, and with the 
intereſt, credit, and craft of the prieſts; but 
alſo with the projuckens and r of the 
people. 

Jam next to ſhew, that he was to expect 
no leſs oppoſition from the wifdom and 
pride of the philoſophers. And though 


ſome may imagine, that men who pretend 


ro be raiſed and refined, above vulgar pre- 
judices and vulgar paſſions, would have 
deen helpful to him in his deſigns, it will 


* Coloſſ. i, 15, 16. + x Cor. ii. 14. 
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60 Q8/ervations on the Converſion 


be found upon examination, that inſtead of 
aſſiſting or befriending the Goſpel, they 
were its worſt and moſt irreconcileable ene- 
mies. For they had prejudices of their own 
ſtill more repugnant to the doctrines of 
_ Chrift than thoſe of the vulgar, more deeply 


rooted, and more obſtinately fixed in their 


minds. The wiſdom upon which they va- 
lued themſelves, chiefly confiſted in vain. 
metaphyſical ſpeculations, in logical ſub- 
tleties, in endleſs diſputes, in high-flown 


conceits of the perfection and ſelf-ſufficiency 
of human wiſdom, in dogmatical poſitive- 
neſs about doubtful opinions, or ſceptical 
doubts about the moſt clear and certain 
truths. It muſt appear at firſt fight, that 


nothing could be more contradictory to the 


firſt principles of the Chriſtian religion, 
than thoſe of the Arheiſtical or Sceptical 
fects, which at that time prevailed very 


. much, both among the Greeks and the Ro- 


mans; nor ſnall we find that the Theiſtical 
ſets were much leſs at enmity with it, 
when we conſider the doctrines they held 
upon the nature of God and the ſoul. 


: 0 | But 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. Paul. 61 


But I will not enlarge on a ſubject * 


which the moſt learned Mr. Warburton has 


handled ſo well. If it were neceſſary to 
enter particularly into this argumenr, I 
could eafily prove, that there was not one 
of all the different philoſophical ſects then 
upon earth, not even the Platonicks them- 
ſelves, who are thought to favour it moſt, 


that did not maintain ſome opinions fun- 


damentally contrary to thoſe of the Goſpel. 


And in this they all agreed, to explode as 


moſt unphiloſophical, and contrary to every 
notion that any among them maintained; 
that great article of the Chriſtian religion, 
upon which the foundations of it are laid, 
and without which St. Paul declares to his 
proſelytes, their faith would be vainF, the 
reſurrection of the dead with their bodies, 
of which reſurrection Chrift was the fi- 
boru T. Beſides the contrariety of their 


* See the divine legation of Mo/es, I. iii. See alſo a 
late pamphlet, entitled, A Critical Enquiry into the 
Opinions and Practice of the ancient Philoſophers, con- 
cerning the Nature of the Soul, and a future State. | 

+ 1 Cor, xv. 17, 20. ＋ Col, i. 18. 
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62 Obſervations on the Conver/ron 


tenets to thoſe of the Goſpel, the pride that 
was common to all the philoſophers, was 
of itſelf an almoſt invincible obſtacle againſt 
the admiſſion of the evangelical doctrines, 
calculated to humble that pride, and teach 
them that profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe they 
became fools . This pride was no leſs intrac- 
table, no leſs averſe to the inſtructions of 
Chriſt, or of his Apoſtles, than that of the 
Feribes and Phariſees. St. Paul was there- 
fore to contend in his enterprize of con- 
verting the Gentiles, with all the oppoſition 
that could be made to it by all the dif- 
' ferent ſects of philoſophers. And how for- 
midable an oppofition this was, let thoſe 
conſider who are acquainted from hiſtory 
with the great credit thoſe ſects had ob- 
tained at that time in the world; a credit 

even ſuperior to that of the prieſts. Who 
ever pretended to learning or virtue was 
their Diſciple; the greateſt magiſtrates, ge- 
nerals, kings, ranged themſelves under their 


#* Rom, i. 22. 


diſcipline, 


and Apoſtlebip of St. Pavx. 63 
diſcipline, were trained up in their ſchools, 
and profeſſed the opinions they taught. 

All theſe ſects made it a maxim, not to 
diſturb the popular worſhip, or eftabliſhed 
religion; but under thoſe limitations they 
taught very freely whatever they pleaſed, 
and no religious opinions were more warmly 
ſupported, than thoſe they delivered were 
by their followers. The Chriſtian religion 
at once overturned their ſeveral ſyſtems, 
taught a morality more perfect than theirs, 
and eſtabliſhed it upon higher and much 
ſtronger foundations, morttfied their pride, 


confounded their learning, difcovered their 


ignorance, ruined their credit. Againft 
ſuch an enemy what would they not do? 


Would they not exert the whole power of - 


their rhetotick, the whole art of their logick, 
their influence over the people, their in- 
tereſt with the great, to diſcredit a novelty 


ſo alarming to them all? If St. Pau! had had 


nothing to truſt to but his own natural fa- 
culties, his own underſtanding, knowledge, 
and eloquence, could he have hoped to be 
Ungly a match for all theirs united againſt 

him? 
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him? Could a teacher, unheard of before, 
from an obſcure and untearned part of the 
world, have withſtood the authority of Plato, 
Ariſtotle, Epicurus, Zeno, Arceſilaus,Carneades, 
and all the great names which held the firſt 
rank of human wiſdom? He might as well 
have attempted alone, or with the help of 
Barnabas and Silas, of Timotheus and Titus, 
to have erected a monarchy upon the ruins. 
of all the ſeveral ftates then in the world, 
as to have erected Chriſtianiry upon the 
deſtruction of all the feveral ſects of phi- 
' lofophy which reigned in the minds of 
the Gentiles, among whom ke. preached, 
particularly the Greeks and the Romans. 

| Having thus proved (as I think) that in. 
the work of converting the Gentzles, St. 
Paul could have no aſſiſtance, but was ſure- 
on the contrary of the utmoft repugnance- | 
and oppoſition to it imaginable, from the ma- 
giſtrates, from. the prieſts, from the people, 
and from the philoſophess ; it neceſſarily 
follows, that to ſucceed in that work he: 
muſt have called in ſome extraordinary aid, 
ſome ſtronger power than. that of reaſon. 


and 


and A poſtleſbip of St. Paul. 65 


and argument. Accordingly we find, he 
tells the Corinthians, that his ſpeech and 
Preaching was not with enlicing words of 
man's wiſdom, but in demonſtration of the fpirit 
of power. 1 Cor. ii. 4. And to the Tea. 
lians, he ſays, Our Goſpel came not unto you 
in word only, but alſo in power and in the 
Holy Ghoſt. 1 Theſſ. i. 5. It was to the 
efficacy of the Divine power that he aſcribed 
all his ſucceſs in thoſe countries, and where» 
ever elſe he planted the Goſpel of Chrif. 
If that power really went with him, it would 
enable him to overcome all thoſe difficulties 
that obſtructed his enterprize, but ben be 
was not an impoſtor : our enquiry therefore 
muſt be, whether (ſuppoſing him to have 
been an impoſtor) he could, by pretending 
to miracles, have overcome all thoſe diffi= 
culties, and carried on his work with ſuc= 
ceſs. * 50 

Now to give miracles, falſely pretended 
to, any reputation, two circumſtances are 
principally neceſſary, an apt diſpoſition in 
thoſe whom they are deſigned to impoſe 
upon, and a powerſul confederacy to carry 

on, 
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on, and abet the cheat. Both theſe eir- 
eumſtances, or at leaſt one of them, have 


always accompanied all the falſe miracles, 
ancient and modern, which have obtained 


any credit among mankind. To both theſe 


was owing the general faith of the heathen | 


world in oracles, aufpices, auguries, and 
other impoſtures, by which the prieſts, 


combined with the magiftrates, fupported 


the national worſhip, and deluded a people 
prepoſſeſſed in their favour, and willing to 


be deceived. Both the fame cauſes like- 


wiſe co-operate in the belief that is given 


to Popiſh miracles among thoſe of their 
own church. But neither of theſe aſſiſted 


St. Paul. What prepoſſeſſions could there 


have been in the minds of the Gentiles, 
either in favour of him, or the doctrines he 
taught? or rather, what prepoſſeſſions could 
be ſtronger than thoſe, which they un- 


doubtedly had againſt both? If he had re- 


mained in Fudea, it might have been ſug- 
geſted by unbelievers, that the Fetus were 
a credulous people, apt to ſeek after miracles, 
and to afford them an eaſy belief; and that 


the 
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and Apoſfleſbip of St. Pur. 69 
the fame of thoſe faid to be done by FJeſur 
himſelf, and by his Apoſtles, before Paul 
declared his converſion, had prediſpoſed 
their minds, and warmed their imaginations 
to the admiſſion of ' others ſuppoſed to be 
wrought by the ſame power. 

The ſignal miracle of the Apoſtles ſpeak- 
ing with tongues on the day of Pentecoſt“, 
had made three thouſand converts; that of 
healing the lame man at the gate of the 
temple, five thouſand more. Nay ſuch was 
the faith of the multitude, that they brought 
forth the ſick into the ſtreets, and laid 
them on beds and couches, Fat at ihe leaſt 
_ the ſhadow of Peter paſſing by migbit over- 
 hhadow ſome of them. Acts v. 15. Here was 
therefore a good foundation laid for Paul 
to proceed upon in pretending to ſimilar 
miraculous works; though the prieſts and 
the rulers were hardened againſt them, the 
people were inclined to give credit to them, 
and there was reaſon to hope for ſucceſs 
among them both at Jeruſalem and in all 
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the regions belonging to the Jews. But no 
ſuch diſpoſitions were to be found in the 
Gentiles. There was among them no matter 
prepared for impoſture to. work upon, no 
knowledge. of Chriſt, no thought of his 
power, or of the. power of thoſe who came 


in his name. Thus when, at Lyra“, St. 


Paul healed the man who was a cripple from 
his birth, ſo far were the people there from 
ſuppoting that he could be able to do ſuch a 
thing as an Apoſtle of Chrift, or by any vir- 
tue derived. from him, that they took Paul 
and Barnabas to be gods of their own, come 
down in the likeneſs of men, and would have 
[acrificed to them as /uch. 


Now I aſk, Did the citizens of Lyra 


concur in this matter, to tlie | deceiving 


themſelves? Were their imaginations over- 


heated with any conceits of a miraculous 


power belonging to Paul, which could diſ- 
poſe them to think he worked ſuch a miracle. 


when he did not? As the contrary is evi- 


dent, ſo in all other places to which he 


Acts xiv. 


9 carried 
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and Apoſtleſtip of St. Paul. 69 


carried the Goſpel, it may be proved to - = 
demonſtration, that he could find no diſ- i% 
poſition, no aptneſs, no bias to aid his im- / 
poſture, if the miracles, by which he every 
where confirmed his preaching, had not 
been true. | OY | 
On the other hand let us examine, whe- 
ther without the advantage of ſuch an aſ- 
ſiſtance there was any confederacy ſtrong 
enough to impoſe his falſe miracles upon 
the Gent7/es, who were both unprepared and 
undiſpoſed to receive them. The contrary 
is apparent. He was in no combination 
with their pries or their mag:ſtrates; no 
fe or party among them gave him any 
help; all eyes were open and watchful to 
| detect his impoſtures, all hands ready to 
puniſh him as ſoon as detected. Had he 
| remained in dea, he would at leaſt have 
had many confederates, all the Apoſtles, all 
the Diſciples of Chr, at that time pretty. 
numerous ; but in preaching to the Gentiles 
he was often alone, never with more than 
two or three companions or followers. Was I 
this a confederacy powerful enough to carry | 
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ml 70 Oz ſervations on the Converſion 
4 on ſuch a cheat, in ſo many different parts 
{i of the world, againſt the united oppoſition t 
4 of the magiſtrates, prieſts, philoſophers, 
401 people, all combined to detect and expole | » 
96 their frauds? a 
1 Let it be alſo conſidered, that thoſe upon 5 
whom they practiſed theſe arts were not a 
groſs or ignorant people, apt to miſtake any 


uncommon operations of nature, or juggling 
tricks, for miraculous acts. The churches 
planted by St. Paul were in the moſt en- 
lightened parts of the world, among the 
Greeks of Ala and Europe, among the Ko- 
mans, in the midſt of ſcience, philoſophy, 
freedom of thought, and in an age more 

inquiſitively curious into the powers of 
nature, and leſs inclined to credit religious 
frauds, than any before it. Nor were they 
only the loweſt of the people that he con- 
verted. Sergius Paulus, the proconſul of 
Paphos, Eroftus *, Chamberlain of Corinth, 
and Dionyſius the Areopagite, were his pro- 
ſelytes. 


kg Ao A ww nuiwmnl  , . , we th a7 


riot, Ag Tig , treaſurer or bailiff of the city. 


x - 5 Upon 


a 9 e 


and Apoflleſoip of St. Paul. 7 


Upon the whole it appears beyond con- 
tradiction, that his pretenſion 'to miracles 
was not aſſiſted by the 4i/pojition of thoſe 
whom he deſigned to convert by thoſe 
means, nor by any powerful confederary to 
carry on, and abet the cheat, without both 
which concurring cireumftances, or one at 
leaſt, no ſuch pretenſion was ever ſupported 
with any ſucceſs. 

Both theſe circumſtances concurred even 
in the late famous miracles ſuppoſed to. be 
done at Abbe Paris's tomb. They had not 
indeed the ſupport of the government, and 
for that reaſon appear to deſerve more at- 
tention than other popiſh miracles; but they 
were ſupported by all the Janſeniſts, a very 
powerful and numerous party in France, 
made up partly of wiſe and able men, partly 
of bigots and enthuſiaſts. All theſe confe- 
derated together to give credit to miracles, 
ſaid to be worked in behalf of their party, 
and thoſe who believed them were ſtrongly 
diſpoſed to that belief. And yet with theſe 
advantages how eaſily were they ſuppreſſed! 
Only by walling up that ow of the church, 

where 
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72 Obſervations on the Converſion 


where the tomb of the Saint, who was ſup- 


poſed to work them, was placed! Soon after 


this was done, a paper was fixed on the 
wall with this inſcription : 


De par le roy defenſe a Dieu 
De faire miracle en ce lieu. \ 


By command of the king, God is forbidden 10 


* work any more miracles here, The paſquinade 


was a witty one, but the event turned the 
point of it againſt the party by which it 


was made: for if God had really worked 


any miracles there, could this abſurd pro- 
hibition have taken effect? Would he have 
ſuffered his purpoſe to be defeated by build- 
ing a wall? When all the Apoſtles were 
ſhut up in priſon to hinder their working 
of miracles *, the angel of the Lord opened 
the priſon doors, and let them out. But 
the power of Abl Paris could neither throw 


down the wall that excluded his votaries, 
nor operate through that impediment. And. 


yet his miracles are often compared with, 


Acts v. 16. & ſequentes, to the 26th, 
9 and 


1 


my Pw , A , „ Ay 


aud Apoſtleſbip of St. Paur. 


and oppoſed by unbelievers to, thoſe of 
Chrift and his Apoſtles, which is the reaſon 
of my having taken this particular notice of 
them here. But to go back to the times 


nearer to St. Paul's. There is in Lucian 


an account of a very extraordinary and ſuc- 
ceſsful impoſture carried on in his days, by 
one Alexander * of Pontus, who introduced 
a new god into that country, whoſe pro- 
phet he called himſelf, and in whoſe name 
he pretended to miracles, and delivered 
oracles, by which he acquired great wealth 
and power. All the arts by which this 
cheat was managed are laid open by Lucian, 
and nothing can better point out the dif- 
ference between impoſture and truth, than 
to obſerve the different conduct of this man 
and St. Paul. Alexander made no alteration 
in the religion eſtabliſhed in Pontus before; 
he only grafted his own upon it; and ſpared 
no pains to intereſt in the ſucceſs of it the 


whole heathen prieſthood, not only in Pontus, 


but all over the world+; ſending great num- 


* Vide the Pfeudomantis of Lucian. 
F Pfeudom, Tucian. Varior. p. 765, 756 
55 E „ 
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74 Ob/ervations on the Converſion 


bers of thoſe who came to conſult him te 
other oracles, that were at that time in the 
higheſt vogue ; by which means he engaged 
them all to ſupport the reputation of his, 
and abet his impoſture *. - He ſpoke with 
the greateſt reſpect of all the ſects of phi- 
loſophers, except the Epicureans, who from 
their principles he was ſure would deride 
and oppoſe his fraud; for though they pre- 
fumed not to innovate, and overturn eſta- 
bliſhed religions, yet they very freely at- 
tacked and expoſed all innovations that 
were introduced under the name of religion, 
and had not the authority of a legal eſta- 
bliſhment. To get the better of their op- 
poſition, as well as that of the Chriſtians , 
he called in the aid of perſecution and force , 
exciting the people againſt them, and an- 
ſwering objections with ſtones. That he 
might be ſure to get money enough, he 
delivered this oracle in the name of his 
God d, I command you to grace with pifls 


* Ibid. 763. + Ibid. 762, 763, 173» 777» 
+ Ibid. 762, 768, 773, 774. 
& Muneribus decorate meum vatem atque miniſtrum 
træcipio— nec opum mihi cura, at maxima vatis. | 


my 


* 
— 


and A poſtleſbip of St. Paul. 75 


my prophet and miniſter; for I have no regard 
for riches myſelf, but the greateſt for my pro- 
phet. And he ſharcd the gains that he made, 
which were immenſe, among an infinite 
number of aſſociates and inſtruments, whom 
he employed in carrying on and ſupporting 
his fraud. When any declared themſelves 
to be his enemies, againſt whom he durſt 
not proceed by open force, he endeavoured 
to gain them by blandiſhments, and having 
got them into his power, to deſtroy them 
by ſecret ways“; which arts he practiſed 
againſt Lucian himſelf. Others he kept in 
awe and dependence upon him, by detain- 


ing in his own hands the written queſtions - 


they had propoſed to his God upon ſtate 
affairs; and as theſe generally came from 
men of the greateſt power and rank, his 
being poſſeſſed of them was of infinite ſer- 
vice to him, and made him maſter ct all 
their credit t, and of no little part of their 
wealth. 


* Ibid, 776, 780, 781. T + Ibid, 767. 
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76 Obſervations on the Converſion 
He obtained the protection and friend- 


ſhip of Rutil:anus *, a great Roman general, 
by flattering him with promiſes of a very 


long life, and exaltation to Deity after his 


death ; and at laſt having quite turned his 
head, enjoined him by an oracle to marry 
his daughter, whom he pretendcd to have 


had by the moοs; which command Rutilianus 


obeyed T, and by his alliance ſecured this 


impoſtor from any danger of puniſhment ; 


the Roman governor of By hinia and Pontus 
excuſing himſelf on that account from doing 
juſtice upon him, when Lucian and ſeveral 
others offered themſelves to be his accuſers. 

He never quitted that ignorant and bar- 
barous country, which he had made choice 


of at firſt as the fitteſt to play his tricks in. 


undiſcovered ; but, reſiding himſelf among 
thoſe ſuperſtitious and credulous people, 
extended his fame to a great diſtance by the 
emiſſaries which he employed all over the 
world, efpecially at Rome , who did not 


pretend themſelves to work any miracles, 


„bid. 768, f Ibid. 781. f Ibid. 753. 
$ Ibid. 762, 769. 
but 


ys 


and Apoſtleſbip of St. Paul. 7 


but only promulgated his, and gave him 
intelligence of all that it was uſeful for him 

to know. | RY 
Theſe were the methods by which this 
remarkable fraud was conducted, every one 
of which is directly oppoſite to all thoſe 
uſed by St. Paul in preaching the Goſpel ; 
and yet ſuch methods alone could give ſuc- 
cels to a cheat of this kind. I will not 
mention the many debaucheries, and wicxed 
enormities committed by this falſe prophet. 
under the maſk of religion, which is another 
characteriſtical difference between him and 
St. Paul; nor the ambiguous anſwers, cun- 
ning evaſions, and juggling artifices which 
he made uſe of; in all which it is eaſy to 
ſee the evident marks of an impoſture, as 
well as in the objects he plainly appears to 
have had in view. That which I chiefly 
inſiſt upon, is the ſtrong confederacy with 
which he took care to ſupport his pretenſion 5 
to miraculous powers, and the apt diſpo- 
ſition in thoſe he impoſed upon to concur. 
and aſſiſt in deceiving themſelves ; advan- 
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tages entirely wanting to the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt. 

From all this I think it may be concluded, 
that no human means employed by St. Paul, 


in his defign of converting the Gentiles, 
| vere or could be adequate to the great dif- 
ficulties he had to contend with, or to the 
ſucceſs that we know attended his work; 


and we can 1n reaſon aſcribe that ſucceſs 


to no other cauſe, but the power of God 
going along with and aiding his miniſtry, 
| becauſe no other was equal to the effect. 


Having then ſhewn that St. Pau! had 10 


rational motives to become an Apoſtle of 
 Chrift, without being himſelf convinced of 
the truth of that Goſpel he preached ; and 


that, had he engaged in ſuch an impoſture 


without any rational motives, he would have 


had no poſſible means to carry it on with any 


ſucceſs; having alſo brought reaſons of a 


very ſtrong nature, to make it appear, tha 
the ſucceſs he undoubtedly had in preach- 
ing the Goſpel was an effect of the Divine 
power attending his miniſtry, I might reſt 
all my proof of the Chriſtian religion being 
a Divine 


and Aprſtieſhip of St. Paus. 79 


a Divine Revelation, upon the arguments 
drawn from this head alone. But, to con- 
ſider this ſubject in all poſſible lights, I 
ſhall purſue the propoſition which I ſet out 
with through each of its ſeveral parts; and 
having proved, as I hope, to the conviction 
of any impartial man, that St. Paul was not 
an impoſtor, who ſaid waat he knew to be 
falſe with an intent ro deceive; I come 
next to conſider whether he was an entbuſaft, 
who by the force of an overheated imagina- 
tion impoſed upon himſelf. 

Now theſe are the ingredients of which 
enthuſiaſm is generally compoſed : great heat 
of temper, melancholy, ignorance, credu- 


lity, and vanity or ſelf-conceit. That the 


firſt of theſe qualities was in St. Paul, may 
be concluded from that fervour of zeal with 
which he acted both as a Jew and Chriſtian, 
in maintaining that which he thought to 
be right; and hence, I ſuppoſe, as well as 
from the impoſſibility of his having been 
an impoſtor, ſome unbelievers have choſe 
to conſider him as an enthuſiaſt. But this 
quality alone will not be ſufficient to prove 
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him to have been ſo, in the opinion of any 
reaſonable man. The ſame temper has been 
common to others, who undoubtedly were 


not enthuſiaſts, to the Gracchi, to Calo, to 
Brutus, to many more among the beſt and 
wiſeſt of. men. Nor does it appear that this 
diſpoſition had ſuch a maſtery over the 
mind of St. Faul, that he was not able at 
all times to rule and controul it by the dic- 
tates of reaſon. On the contrary, he was 
ſo much the maſter of it, as, in matters of 
an indifferent nature, to become all things to 
all men*, bending his notions and manners 
to theirs, ſo far as his duty to God would 
permir, with the moſt pliant condeſcenſion; 


a, conduct neither compatible with the ſtiff- 


neſs of a bigot, nor the violent impulſes 
of fanatic deluſions. His zeal was eager 


and warm, but tempered with prudence, 
and even with the civilities and decorums 
of life, as appears by his behaviour to Agrippa, 
Feſtus, and Felix; not the blind, inconſi- 
derate, indecent zeal of an enthuſiaſt. 


* 1 Cor. ix. 20, 21, 22. 


— 


. | | | Let 


and A poſtleſbip of St. Paul. 81 

Let us now ſee if any one of thoſe other 
qualities which I have laid down, as diſ- 
poſing the mind to enthuſiaſm, and as being 
characteriſtical of it, belong to St. Paul. 
Firſt, as to melancholy, which of all diſ- 
pofitions of body or mind is moſt prone to 
enthuſiaſm *, it neither appears by his writ- 
ings, nor by any thing told of him in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, nor by any other evi- 
dence, that St. Paul was inclined to it more 


than other men. Though he was full of 


remorſe for his former ignorant perſecution 


of tbe Church of Chriſt, we read of no 


gloomy penances, no extravagant mortifi- 


cations, ſuch as the Bramins, the Jaugues, 


the monks of La Trape, and other melan- 
choly enthuſiaſts, inflict on themſelves. His 
holineſs only conſiſted in the ſimplicity of 
a good life, and the unwearied performance 
of thoſe apoſtolical duties to which he was 
called. The ſufferings he met with on that 


account he chearfully bore, and even re- 


Joiced in them for the love of Feſus Chriſt, 


* Joſephus cont. Apion, I. ii. c. 37. 
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but he brought none on himſelf; we find, 


on the contrary, that he pleaded the pri- n 
vilege of a Roman Citizen to avoid being { 
whipped. I could mention more inſtances 
of his having uſed the beſt methods that | 
, Prudence could ſuggeſt, to eſcape danger ; 


and ſhun perſecution, whenever it could be | 
done without betraying the duty of his office, 
or the honour of God *. 


Compare 


* A remarkable inſtance of this appears in his conduct 
among the Athenians *, There was at Athens a law, which 
made it capital to introduce or teach any new gods in their 

| Rate, Therefore when Paul was preaching Jeſus and the re- 
ſurrection to the Athenians, ſome of them carried him before 
the court of Aregpagus, the ordinary judges of criminal 
matters, and in a particular manner entruſted with the care 
of religion, as having broken this law, and being a ſetter 
forth of ftrange gods. Now in this caſe an impoſtor would 
have retracted his doctrine to fave his life, and an enthu- 
ſiaſt would have loſt his life without trying to ſave it by 
innocent means. St. Paul did neither the one northe other ; 

- he availed himſelf of an altar which he had found in the 
city, inſcribed To the Unknown God, and pleaded that he 
did not propoſe to them the worſhip of any new god, but 
only explained to them one whom their government had 


Ad xvii. and Jofephus cont, Apion, I. ii. c. 37. 
already 


and Apilehip of St. Paul. 8g 


Compare with this the conduct of Francis 
of Aſiſi, or Ignatius Loyola, and other en- 
thuſiaſts ſainted by Rome, it will be found 
the reverſe of St. Paul's. He wiſhed in- 
© deed to die, and be with Chriſt, but fuch 
a with is no proof of melancholy, or enthu- 
ſiaſim; it only proves his conviction of the 
Divine truths he preached, and of the hap- 
pineſs laid up for him in thoſe bleſſed abodes 
which had been ſhewn to him even in this 
life. Upon the whole, neither in his actions, 


nor in the inſtructions he gave to thoſe under 


his charge, is there any tincture of melan- 


choly, which yet is ſo eſſential a character- 


iſtic k of enthuſiaſm, that 1 have ſcarce ever 


heard of any enthuſiaſt, ancient or modern, 


in whom ſome very cvagens marks of 1 it did 
not ap par. 


already received ; Whom therefore ye ignorantly wonſbis, 
hin declare I unto you. By this he avoided the law, and 
eſcaped being condemned by the Areopagus, without de- 
parting in the leaſt from the truth of the Goſpel, or vi- 
alating the honour of God. An admirable proof, in my 
opinion, of the good ſenſe with which he acted, and one 
that ſhews there was no mixture of fanaticiſm in his re- 
ligion. | | 
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84 Obſervations on the Converſion 
As to ignorance, which is another ground 
of enthuſiaſm, St. Paul was ſo far from it, 
that he appears to have been maſter not of 
the Jeroiſb learning alone, but of the Greek. 
And this is one reaſon why he is leſs liable 
to the imputation of having been an en- 
thuſiaſt than the other Apoſtles, - though 
none of them were ſuch any more than he, 
as may by other arguments be invincibly 
proved. . 
1 have mentioned credulity as another 
characteriſtick and cauſe of enthuſiaſm, 


ugich that it was not in St. Paul, the hiſ- 


tory of his life undeniably ſhews. For, on 


the contrary, he ſeems to have been flow 
and hard of belief in the extremeſt degree, 


having” paid no regard to all the miracles 


done by our Saviour, the fame of which he 


could not be a ſtranger to, as he lived in 
Feruſalem, nor to that fignal one done after 
his reſurrection, and in his name *, by Peter 


and John, upon the lame man at the beau- 


tiful gate of the temple; nor to the evidence 


Acts iii. 


given 


and Apoeſip of St. Fabi 85˙ 


given in conſequence of it by Peter, in pre- 
ſence of the high- prieſt “, the rulers, elders, 
and ſcribes, that Chrift was raiſed from the 
dead. He muſt alſo have known, that 
when all the Apoſiles had been ſhut up in the 
common priſon, and the high-prieſt, the council, 
.and all the ſenate of the children of Iſrael had 
fent their officers to bring them before them, 
the officers came and found them not in priſon, 
but re/urned and made this report: The 
© priſon truly found we ſhut with all ſafety, 
and the keepers ſtanding without before the 
© doors, but when we had opened we found 
© 20 man within. And that the council was 
immediately told, that the men they had put 
in priſon were ſtanding in the temple, and. 
teaching the people. And that being brought 
from thence before the conncil, they had 
ſpoke theſe memorable words, He cught 
zo obey God rather than men. The God of our 
fathers raiſed up Jeſus, whom ye flew and 
hanged on a iree. Him hath God exalted with. 
his right hand io be a Prince and à Saviour, 


Acts v. 18. 21, 22, 23, 25,27, 29, 30, 31, 32. 


I for 


86 Olſervations on the Converſion 


Jor to give repentance to Iſrael, and forgive= 
nes of ſins. And we are his witneſſes of theſe 
things, and ſo is alſo the Holy Ghoſt, whom | 
God has given to them that obey bim“. All 
this he reſiſted, and was conſenting to the 
murder of Stephen, who preached the ſame 
thing, and evidenced it by miracles. So 
that his mind, far from being diſpoſed to a 
credulous faith, or a too eaſy reception of 
any nuracle worked 1n proof of the Chriſtian 
religion, appears to have been barred againſt 
it by the moſt obſtinate prejudices, as much 
as any man's could poſſibly be; and from 
hence we may fairly conclude, that nothing 
\ leſs than the irreſiſtible evidence of his own 
ſenſes, clear from all poſſibility of doubt, 
could have overcome his unbelief. 

Vanity or ſelf-conceit is another circum— 
ſtance that for the moſt part prevails in the 
character of an enthuſiaſt. It leads men of 
2 warm temper and religious turn, to think 
themſelves worthy of the ſpecial regard, and 
extraordinary favours of God; and the 


* Acts viii. 1. 


breath 


and Apoſtleſbi p of St. Pact. 87 


breath of that inſpiration to which they pre- 
tend, is often no more than the wind of 
this vanity, which puffs them up to ſuch 
extravagant imaginations. - This ſtrongly 


appears in the writings and lives of ſome 


enthuſiaſtical hereticks, in the myſticks 
both ancient and modern, in many founders 


of orders and ſaints both male and female. 


amongſt the Papiſts, in' ſeveral Proteſtant 
ſectaries of the laſt age, and even in fome 
of the Methodiſts now *. All the Divine 
communications, illuminations, and extafies, 
to which they have pretended, evidently 
ſprung from much ſelf-conceit, working to- 
gether with the vapours of melancholy upon 
a warm imagination; and this is one reaſon, 
beſides the contagious nature of melancholy, 
or fear, that makes enthuſiaſm ſo very catch- 
ing among weak minds. Such are moſt 


* See the account of Montanus and his followers, the 


writings of the counterfeit Dionyſius the Areopagite, Santa 
Thereſa, St. Catharine of Sienna, Madame Bourignon, the 
lives of St. Francis of Mal, and Ignatius Loyola ; ſee alſo 
an account of the lives of George Fax and of Rice Evan, 


and Whitefield's Journal. 
| _ ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly diſpoſed to vanity; and, when they: 7 
ſee others pretend to extraordinary gifts, 
are apt to flatter themſelves that they may 
partake of them as well as thoſe whoſe merit 
they think no more than their own. Vanity. | | 
therefore may juſtly be deemed a principal 
ſource of enthuſiaſm. But that St. Paul 


was as free from it as any man, I think | 
may be gathered from all that we ſee in his 


writings, or know of his life. Throughout | 
his Epiſtles there is not one word that ſa- 

vours of vanity, nor is any action recorded | 
of him, in which the leaſt mark of it ap- 


| Pears. | | | 

In his Epiſtle to the Epheſians he calls | 
himſelf % than the leaſt of all ſaints *. And 
to the Corinthians he ſays, be is the leaft of | 


the Apoſtles, and not meet to be called an T 
Apoſtle, becauſe he had perſecuted the church 
e GodF. In his Epiſtle to Timothy he ſays, 


x 
l 
il 
_ 4 
+ 3 
0 . 
5 . 
1 
* N 
# 
4! 
wal 3 
p 
44 
+1 
oF 
* 1 
us 
4 14% 
! 
LY of * 
{6 3-18 
5 6 
bs | 
„ 0 
1 
13 
1 
. 
= Z 1 
KH J. 
W 0 
7. 
. 
15 1 
mo 
N aff 
* uy F 
1 =D 0: | 
R 
. 
4 8 il 4 
23 7; ; 
\ #4 

4 

n 

n 

+ 

1 45 1 

it q by! 

j 4 

t. Sig 1 

4. 1 0 

Tags 7 

* 1 191 
1 4 7 

y * +8} * 
*3-858 
wit . 

1 0 

n 4 

F 
4 11 
1 

1 4 481, 

1 ; mr 
1 Al 
3 
F. 14 

1 
FRET. 
a7 i 
WY 
1 
L * 
e 
1 : 
N 
104 
1 4 
Fl 45 " 
4 % 
1 ut ; 
"4 WM 
* 1 f 17 N 
BH 
. 
1 1 
is. 
Rs! J 
1. { 
Aga. 
, 
T8 
16 

. . 
n 
5 ». Fx 

ON 
g 1 

k 3 

„ 

1 

23 = 

, * 

1 * f 

EI p 

4 i ba * 

N 
"20 i 
| *. 4 
þ 4 MT | 
\ 19 
Jl 
"v0 18 
„ f 
a, 4 
8 
N / 
f 4 
1 
eie 

8 U 3 

1 $ 
7 8; 
1 
1 
1 : 

. 

n 45 

1 

4 BY 

«4 
4 ; 
77 : 
. 
ES 
lis” 
vs 
* \ 
i'd 
— ? 
N. £ 
E i 
| wn / 
11 
6 
If 
1 
fi 1 
I I 
. 
3 


| { 
This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of | 

4 © all acceptation, That Chrift Feſus came into 

4 © the world to ſave ſinners, of whom 1 am 
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chief. Howbeit for this cauſe I obtained 
mercy, that in me firſt 7s Chriſt might 
ſhew forth all long-ſuffering, for a pattern 


A 


* 


* 


* 


him to life everlaſting *.. 

It is true indeed, that in another epiſtle 
he tells the Corinthians, That he was not a 
whit behind the very chiefeſt of the Apoſiles, 


2 Cor. xi. 5. But the occaſion which drew 


from him theſe words muſt be conſidered. 
A falſe teacher by faction and calumny had 
brought his apoſtleſhip to be in queſtion 


among the Corinthians, Againſt ſuch an 
attack not to have aſſerted his apoſtolicat 


dignity, would have been a betraying of the 


office and duty committed to him by God. 


He was therefore conſtrained to do him- 
felf juſtice, and not let down that character, 


upon the authority of which the whole ſuc- 


ceſs and efficacy of his miniſtry among them 
depended. But how did he do it? Not 
with that wantonneſs which a vain man in- 
dulges, when he can get any opportunity of 
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to them which ſhould hereafter believe in 
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commending himſelf; not with a pompous 
detail of all the amazing miracles which he 
had performed in different parts of the world, 
though he had fo fair an occaſion of doing 


it, but with a modeſt and fimple expoſition 


of his abundant labours and ſufferings in 


preaching the Goſpel, and barely reminding 
them, that the ſigns of an apoſtle had 


© been wrought among them in all patience, 
© in ſigns and wonders, and mighty deeds *.“ 
Could he ſay leſs than this? Is not ſuch 
boaſting humility itſelf? And yet for this he 
makes many apologies, expreſling thegreateſt 
aneaſineſs in being obliged to ſpeak thus of 
himfelf, even in his own vindication 7. 
When, in the ſame epiſtle, and for the 
ſame purpoſe, he mentions the viſion he 
had of heaven, how modeſtly does he do 
it! Not in his own name, but in the third 
perſon, I nete a man in Chriſt, Kc. caitght 
up into the third heaven T. And immediately 
after he adds, but now I forbear, leſt any 
man ſhould think of me above that which he 


S 2 Cor, X11, 12. N ＋ 2 Cor. Ri. I, 16, 175 18, 19, 30. 
1 2 Cor, nll. 2, 


' feeth 
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feeth me 19 le, or that he hearetb of ne“. 
How. contrary is this to a ſpirit of vanity ! 
how different from the practice of enthuſi- 
altick pretenders to raptures and. viſions, 
who never think they can dwell long enough 
upon thoſe ſubjects, but fill whole volumes 
with their accounts of them! Yet St. Paul 
is not ſatisfied with this forbearance ; he 
adds the confeſſion of ſome infirmity, which 
he tells the Corinthians was given to him as 
an alloy, hat be might not be above meaſure 
exalted through the abundance of his revela- 
tions f. I would alſo obſerve, that he ſays 
this rapture or viſion of paradiſe happened 
to him above fourteen years before. Now 
had it been the effect of a mere enthuſiaſtical 
fancy, can it be ſuppoſed that in ſo long 
a period of time, he would not have had 
many more raptures of the ſame kind? 
Would not his imagination have been per- 
petually carrying him to heaven, as we find 
St. Thereſa, St. Bridget, and St. Catharine] 
were carried by theirs? And if vanity had 
1 Cor: li 6. 
+ S:e their works and lives. 


been 
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been predominant in him, would he have 
remained fourteen years in abſolute filence 
upon ſo great a mark of the Divine favour? 
No, we ſhould certainly have ſeen his epiſtles 
filled with nothing elſe but long accounts 
of thefe viſions, conferences with angels, 
with Chrif, with God Almighty, myſtical 
unions with God, and all that we read in 
the works of thoſe ſainted enthuſiaſts, whom 
I have mentioned before. But he only 


mentions this viſion in anſwer to the falſe 


teacher who had diſputed his Apoſtolical 
power, and comprehends' it all in three ſen- 


tences, with many excuſes for being com- 


pelled to make any mention of it at all“. 


Nor does he take any merit to himſelf, 
even from the ſucceſs of thoſe Apoſtolical 
labours which he principally boaſts of in 


this epiſtle. For in a former one to the 
ſame church- he writes thus, © Who then is 


© Paul, and who is -Apollos, but miniſters: 
© by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 


© gave to every man? I have. planted, 


* 2 Cor, xii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 11. 


© Apollos 
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Apollos watered, but God gave the in- 
creaſe. So then neither is he that planteth 
any thing, neither he that watereth, but 
God that giveth the increaſe.” And in 
another place of the ſame Epiſtle he ſays, 
© By the grace of God I am what I am, and 
© his grace which was beſtowed upon. me 
was not in vain; but 1 laboured more 
abundantly than they all: yet not I, but 
the grace of God which. was with me *. 

I think it needleſs to give more inſtances 
of the modeſty of. St. Paul. Certain I am, 
not one can be given that bears any colour 
of vanity, or that vanity in particular, 
which fo ſtrongly appears in all enthuſiaſts, 
of ſetting their imaginary gifts above thoſe 
virtues which make the eſſence of true re- 
ligion, and the real excellency of a good 
man, or, in the ſcripture phraſe, of a /aiut. 
In his firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians he has 
theſe words, © though I ſpeak with the 
* tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
© charity, I am become as ſounding braſs 
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or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have ” 
© the gift of prophecy, and underſtand all 
* myſteries and all knowledge, and though 
© I have all faith ſo that I could remove 
* mountains, and, have no charity, I am 
© nothing. And though I beſtow all my 
© goods to feed the poor, and though I give 
© my body to be burned, and have not 
© charity, it profiteth me nothing *.* Is 
this the language of enthuſiaſm? Did ever 
enthuſiaſt prefer that univerſal benevolence 
which comprehends all moral virtues, and 
which (as appears by the following verſes). 
is meant by charity here; did ever enthu- 
ſiaſt, 1 ſay, prefer that benevolence to faith 
and to miracles, to thoſe religious opinions 
which he had embraced, and to thoſe ſu- 
pernatural graces and gifts which he ima- 
gined he had acquired, nay even to the 
merit of martyrdom? Is it not the genius of 
enthuſiaſm to ſet moral virtues infinitely 
below the merit of faith, and of all moral 
virtues. to value that leaſt which is moſt 
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particularly enforced by St. Paul, a ſpirit. 


of 'candour, moderation and peace? Cer- 
tainly neither the temper, nor the opinions 
of a man ſubject to fanatick deluſions, are 
to be found in this paſlage ; but it may be 
juſtly concluded, that he who could eſteem 
the value 'of charity ſo much above mira- 
culous gifts, could not have pretended to 
any ſuch gifts if he had them not in reality. 

Since then it is manifeſt from the fore- 
going examination, that in St. Paul's diſ- 
poſit ion and character thoſe qualities do not 
occur which ſeem neceſſary to form an en- 
thufiaſt, it muſt be reaſonable to conclude 
he was none. But allowing, for arguments 
ſake, that all thoſe qualities were to be 
found in him, or that the heat of his temper 
alone cculd be a ſufficient foundation to 
ſupport ſuch a ſuſpicion; I ſhall endeavour 
to prove, that he could not have impoſed 
on himſelf by any power of enthuſiaſm, 


either in regard to the miracle that cauſed | 


his converſion, or to the conſequential ef- 
fects of it, or te ſome other circumſtances 
which he bears teſtimony to in his Epiſtles. 

The 


r cp tr ny CURIE 


1 
5 N : 
11 
8] 
* 
Aa 
i 
+48 
2" 
L 
E 
3 
10 
1 
1 
* 
8 
4 : 
* 
1. 
+ 
. 
1 
: 
T 
3 
A 
1 
7 
[6H 
9 
1 * 
1 
Dy 
We. . 
i 
M7 
* 
1 
1 
* 
1 
4 
Nr 
N 
* 
9 
77 * 
$$ 
7 
1 
1 


7 
8 
| 


n . ASE os 5 
Canby * 2 r E 
a ee en 


We f 
_—_ 4 2 


— — —— ——— rn ns na — — ” — 


— win 


JJ ³˙¹A ᷣ . rn ne inn ee 


rer 


4 
"2X; 


„ "EDT... a7” Go KD 
* = 2 7 — 4 
2 5 . 
- _—_ _ 2 
_ tat a6 ag * 


4 


96 Obſervations. on the Converſion 


The power of imagination in enthu— 
ſiaſtical minds is no doubt very ſtrong, but 
it always acts in conformity to the opinions 
imprinted upon it at the time of its work- 
ing, and can no more act againſt them, than 
a rapid river can carry a boat againft the 
current of its own ſtream. Now nothing 
can be more. certain, than that when Sau! 
ſet out for Damaſcus with an authority from 
the chief prieſts 70 bring the Chriſtians which 
were there, bound to Jeruſalem *, an au- 
thority ſolicited by himſelf, and granted 
to him at his own earneſt defire, his mind 
was ſtrongly poſſeſſed with opinions againſt 
Chriſt and his followers. To give thoſe 
opinions a more active force, his paſſions 
at that time concurred, being inflamed in 
the higheſt degree by the irritating con- 
ſciouſneſs of his vaſt conduct towards them, 
the pride of ſupporting a part he had vo- 
luntarily engaged in, and the credit he found 
it. procured him among the chief prieſts and 
rulers, whoſe commiſſion he bore. 


1 
* Acts ix. 2. 


If, 
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If, in ſuch a ſtate and temper of mind, 
an enthuſiaſtical man had imagined he ſaw 
a viſion from heaven denouncing the anger 
of God againſt the Chriſtians, and com- 
manding him to perſecute them without any 
mercy; it might be accounted for by the na- 


_ tural power of enthuſiaſm. But that in 


the very inſtant of his being engaged in the 
fierceſt and hotteſt perſecution againſt them, 
no circumſtance having happened to change 
his opinions, or alter the bent of his diſ- 
poſition, he ſhould at once imagine himſelf 
called by a heavenly viſion to he the Apoſtle 


of Chriſt, whom bur. a moment before he 


deemed an impaſtor and a blaſphemer, that 
had been juſtly put to death on the croſs, 
is in itſelf wholly incredible, and fo far 
from being a probable effect of enthuſiaſm, 
that juſt a contrary effect muſt have been 


naturally produced by that cauſe. The 


warmth of his temper carried him violently 
another way; and whatever deluſions his 
imagination could raiſe to impoſe on his 
reaſon, muſt have been raiſed at that time 
agreeably to the notions imprinted upon it, 

and by which it was heated to a degree of 
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enthuſiaſm,. not in direct contradiction to 
all thoſe notions, while they remained in 
their full force. | . 

This is ſo clear a propoſition, that J 
might reſt the whole argument entirely upon 
it: Burt, ſtill farther to ſhew that this viſion 
could not be a phantom of St. Paul's own 
creating, I beg leave to obſerve,. that he 
was not alone when he ſaw it; there were 
many others in company, whoſe minds were 
no better diſpoſed than his to the Chriſtian 
faith. Could it be poſſible that the imagi- 
nations of all theſe men ſhould at the ſame 
time be ſo ſtrangely affected, as to make 
them believe that they ſaw a grea! light 

Dining about them, above the brightneſs of 
tbe ſun at noon-day, and heard the ſound of 
& voice from heaven *, though not the words. 
which it ſpake, when in reality they neither 
ſaw, nor heard any ſuch thing? Could they 
be ſo infatuated with the conceit of their 
fancy, as to fall down from their horfes to- 
gether with Saul and be ſpeechleſs through 


Adds Ix, 3. xxii. . 


. | fea * 
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fear *, when nothing had happened ex- 
traordinary either to them or to him; eſpe- 
cially conſidering that this apparition did 
not happen in the night, when the ſenſes 
are more eaſily impoſed upon, but at mid- 
day? If a ſudden frenzy had ſeized upon 
Saul, from any diſtemper of body or mind, 
can we ſuppoſe his whole company, men 
of different conſtitutions and underſtandings, 
to have been at once affected in the ſame 
manner with him, ſo that not the diſtemper 
alone, but the effects of it, ſhould exactly 
agree? If all had gone mad together, would 
not the frenzy of ſome have taken a different 
turn, and preſented to them different ob- 
jects? This ſuppoſition is ſo contrary to 
nature and all poſſibility, that unbelief muſt 
find ſome other lion, or give up the 
point. 

J ſhall ſuppoſe then, in order to try to 
account for the viſion without a miracle, 

that as Saul and his company were journey- 


ing along in their way to Danaſcus, an 


>; jizz $M xvi. 14. a. 67% © © 


F 2 extra- 
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extraordinary. meteor did really happen, 
which caſt a great light, as ſome meteors 
will do; at which they being affrighted, 
fell to the ground in the manner related. 
This might be poſſible; and fear, grounded 


on ignorance of ſuch phænomena, might 


make them imagine it to be a viſion from 
Ged. Nay even the voice or ſound they 
heard in the air, might be an exploſion at- 
tending this meteor, or at leaſt there are 
thoſe who would rather recur to ſuch a 


ſuppoſition as this, however incredible, 


than acknowledge the miracle. But how 
will this account for the diſtinct words heard 
by St. Paul, to which he made anſwer? 
Hou will it account for what followed upon 
it when he came to Damaſcus, agreeably to 


the ſenſe of thoſe words which he heard? 


„ 


How came Ananias to go to him there, and 
ſay, He was choſen by God to know his 
© will, and ſee that juſt one, and hear the 
voice of his mouth“? Or why did he pro- 
poſe to him 7o be baptized f! What con- 


„Acts xxji, 14. + Acts xii, 16. 
gx: nect ion 


! 
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nection was there between the meteor which 
Saul had ſeen, and theſe words of Ananias? 
Will it, be faid that Ananjas was ſkilful 
enough to take advantage of the fright-he 
was in at that appearance, in order to make 
him a Chriſtian : But could Ananias inſpire 
him with a viſion in which he ſaw him 
before he came“? If that viſion was the 
effect of imagination, how was it verified 
fo exactly in fact? But allowing that he 
dreamt by chance of Ananias's coming, 
and that Arnanias came by chance too, or, 
if you pleaſe, that having heard of his dream, 
he came to take advantage of that, as well 
as of the meteor which Saul had ſeen, will 
this get over the difficulty? No, there was 
more to be done. Saul was ſtruck blind, 
and had been ſo for three days. Now had 
this blindneſs been natural from the effects 
of a meteor or lightning upon him, it would: 
not have been poſſible for Azantas to heal 
it, as we find that he did, merely by putting. 
his hands on him and ſpeaking a few words. 


Adds ix. 
1 F J This 
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This undoubtedly ſurpaſſed the power of 
nature; and if this was a miracle, it proves 
the other to have been a miracle too, and 
a miracle done by the ſame Feſus Chriſt. 
For Ananias, when he healed Saul, ſpoke 
to him thus; Brother Saul, the Lord, even 
Feſus that appeared unto thee in the way as 
thou cameſt, has ſent me, that thou mighteſt 
receive thy fight, and be filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt *. And that he ſaw Chriſt both now 
and after this time t, appears not only by 
what he relates, Acts xxii. 17, 18, but by 
other paſſages in his epiſtles, 1 Cor. ix. 1. 
xvi, 8. From him (as he aſſerts in many 
places of his epiſtles) he learned the Goſpel 
by immediate Revelation, and by him he 
was ſent to the Gentiles; Ads xxil. 31. 
xxiii. 11. Among thoſe Gentiles from Je- 
ruſalem, and round about to 1llyricum, he 
preached the Goſpel of Chrift with mighty 
Jens and wonders wrought by the power of 
the Spirit of God, to make them obedient to 
his preaching T, as he teſtifies himſelf in 
his Epiſtle to the en and of which 


w Att ix. 17, 18. XXII. 13. ＋ Acts ix. 17. 
3 1 Rom. xv. 19. 


a par- 


and Apoſile/hip of St. Paul. 103 
a particular account is given to us in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles; ſigns and wonders 


indeed, above any power of nature to work, 


or of impoſture to counterfeit, or of enthu- 
ſiaſm to imagine. Now does not ſuch a 
ſeries of miraculous acts, all conſequential 
to and dependent upon the firſt Revelation, 
put the truth of that Revelation beyond all 
poſſibility of doubt or deceit? And if he 
could ſo have impoſed on himſelf as to 
think that he worked them when he did 
not (which ſuppoſition cannot be admitted, 
if he was not all that time quite out of his 
ſenſes), how could ſo diſempered an enthu- 
ſiaſt make ſuch a progreſs, as we know that 
he did, in converting the Gentile world > 
If the difficulties which have been ſhewn 
to have obſtructed that work were ſuch as 
the ableſt impoſtor could not overcome, 


how much more inſurmonntable were they 


to a madman? 


It is a much harder taſk for unbelievers 


to account for the ſucceſs of St. Paul, in 
preaching the Goſpel, upon the ſuppoſition 


of his having been an enthuſiaſt, than of 
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his having been an impoſtor. Neither of 
theſe ſuppoſitions can ever account for it ; 
but the impoſſibility is more glaringly ſtrong 
in this caſe than the other. I could enter 
into a particular examination of all the mi- 
racles recorded in the acts to have been 
done by St. Paul, and ſhew that they were 
not of a nature in which enthuſiaſm, either 
in him, or the perſons he worked them 
upon, or the ſpectators, could have any 
part. I will mention only a few. When 
he told Elymas the ſorcerer, at Paphos, be- 
fore the Roman deputy, that the hand of 


Cod was upon him, and be ſhould be blind, 


not' ſeeing the ſun for a ſeaſon; and imme- 
dialely there fell on him a miſt and a datkneſs, 
and he went about ſeeking ſome to lead him by 
the band *; had enthuſiaſm in the doer or 
ſufferer any ſhare in this act? If Paul, as 
an enthuſiaſt, had thrown out this menace, 
and the effect had not followed, inſtead of 
tonverting the deputy, as we are told that 
he did, he would have drawn on himſelf 


2 Acts xiii. 
his 


end Apoſleſbip of St. Paul. 
His rage and contempt. But the effect upon: 
Elymas could not be cauſed by enthuſiaſm: 


in Paul; much leſs can it be imputed to an 
enthuſiaſtick belief in that perſon himſelf, 


of his being ſtruck. blind, when he was not, 


by thoſe words of a man whoſe preaching: 
he ſtrenuouſly and bitterly oppoſed: Nor: 
can we aſcribe- the converſion of Sergius, 
which happened upon it, to any enthuſiaſm. 
A Roman proconſul was not very likely to 


be an enthuſiaſt;: but had he been one, he 


muſt have been: bigotted to his-own gods,, 
and ſo much the leſs inclined to believe: 


any miraculous power in St. Paul. When: 


at Troas*,” a young man named Entychus: 
fell down from a hight window, while Paul 
was preaching; and. was taken: up dead. 
Could any enthuſiaſm, either in Paul or the: 
congregation there preſent; make them be- 
lieve, that by that Apoſtle's falling upon him 
and embracjmg him, he was reſtored to life? 
Or could he who was ſo reſtored contribute 


any thing to it himſelf, by any power of: 


* Acts xx. 9. 
15 his- 


105; 
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= his own imagination? When, in the ifle of 
Melita, where St. Paul was ſhipwrecked, 
there came a viper and faflened on his band, 
which he /book off, and felt no harm“; was 
that an effect of enthuſiaſm? An enthuſiaſt 
might perhaps have been mad enough to 
Hope for ſafety againſt the bite of a viper 
without any remedy being applied to it, 
but would that hope have prevented his 
death? Or were the barbarous iſlanders, to 
whom this Apoſtle was an abſolute ſtranger, 
prepared by enthuſiaſm to expect and be- 
lieve that any miracle would be worked to 
preſerve him? On the contrary, when they 
ſaw the viper hang on his hand, they ſaid 
among themſelves, No doubt this man is 
* a murderer, whom, though he hath eſcaped 
the ſea, yet vengeance ſuffereth not to 
© live. I will add no more inftances: 
theſe are ſufficient to ſhew that the miracles 


Ih : told of St. Paul, can no more be aſeribed 
itt to enthuſiaſm eam to 1x"; vane 
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But moreover, the power of working mi- 
racles was not confined to St. Paul; it was 
alſo communicated to the churches he planted 
in different parts of the world. In many 
parts of his firſt Epiſtle he tells the Corin- 
thians *, that they had among them many 
miraculous graces and gifts, and gives them 
directions for the more orderly ufe of them 
in their aſſemblies. Now I aſk, whether 
all that he ſaid upon that head is to be aſ- 
cribed to enthuſiaſm? If the Corinthians 
knew that they had among them no ſuch 
miraculous powers, they muſt have regarded 
the author of that Epiſtle as a man out of 
his ſenſes, inſtead of revering him as an 
Apoſtle of God. 
If, for inſtance, a Quaker ſhould, in a 
meeting of his own ſect, tell all the perſons 
aſſembled there, that 10 /ome among them was 
given the gift of healing by the ſpirit of God, 
10 others the working of other miracles, 16 
others divers kinds M tongues, they would 
undoubtedly account him a madman, be- 


* 1 Cor. xii. 4, 5. 
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cauſe they pretend to no ſuch gifts. If 
indeed they were only told by him that 
they were inſpired by the Spirit of God in 
a certain ineffable manner, which they alone 
could underſtand, but which did not diſ- 
cover itſelf by any outward, diſtinct opera- 
tions, or ſigns, they might miſtake the im- 
pulſe of enthuſiaſm for the inſpiration of 
the Holy Ghoſt; but they could not believe, 
againſt the convittion of their own minds, that 
they ſpoke tongues they did not ſpeak, or 
healed diſtempers they did not heal, or 
worked other miracles, when they worked 
none. If it be ſaid, the Corinthians might 
pretend to theſe powers, though the Quakers 
do not; I aſk, whether in that pretenſion 
they were impoſtors, or only enthuſiaſts ? 
If they were impoſtors, and St. Paul was 
alſo ſuch, how ridiculous was it for him to 
adviſe them, in an Epiſtle writ only to them, 
and for their .own uſe, not to value them- 
ſelves too highly upon thoſe gifts; to pray 
for one rather than another, and prefer cha- 
rity to them all! Do aſſociates in fraud talk 
ſuch a language to one another? But if we 
ſuppoſe 


D 
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ſuppoſe their pretenſion to all thoſe gifts: 
was an effect of enthuſiaſm, let us conſider: 
how eit was poſſible that he and they could 
be ſo cheated by that enthuſiaſm, as to 
imagine they had ſuch powers when they 
had not. | 2 

Suppoſe that enthuſiaſm could make a 
man think, that he was able by a word or 
a touch to give ſight to the blind, motion 
to the lame, or life to the dead: would that 
conceit of his make the blind ſee, the lame 
walk, or the dead revive? And if it did: 
not, how could he perſiſt in ſuch an opi- 
nion; or, upon his perſiſting, eſcape being 
ſhur up for a madman? But ſuch a madneſs: 
could not infect ſo many at once, as St. 
Paul ſuppoſes. at Corinth to have been en- 
dowed with the gift of healing, or any other 

miraculous. powers. One of the miracles. 
which they pretended to was the ſpeaking 
of languages they never had learned. And 
St. Paul ſays, he poſſeſſed this gift more than 
them all *. If this had been a deluſion of 


* 1 Cor, xiv, 18. 


fancy, 
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fancy, if they had ſpoke only gibberiſh, or 
unmeaning ſounds, it would ſoon have ap- 
peared when they came to make uſe of it 
where it was neceſſary, viz. in converting 
thoſe who underſtood not any language they 
naturally ſpoke. Sr. Paul particularly, who. 
travelled ſo far upon that deſign, and had 
ſuch occaſion to uſe it, muſt ſoon have diſ- 
covered that this imaginary g gift of the Spirit 
was no gift at all, but a ridiculous inſtance 
of frenzy, which had poſſeſſed both him 
and them. But if thoſe he ſpoke to in diverſe 
tongues underſtood what he ſaid, and were 
converted to Chri by that means, how 
could it be a deluſion? Of all the miracles 
recorded in Scripture, none are more clear 
from any poſſible imputation of being the 
effect of an enthuſiaſtick imagination than 
this. For how could any man think that 
he had it, who had it not? or if he did 
think ſo, not be undeceived when he came 
to put his gift to the proof? Accordingly, 
I do not find ſuch a power to have been ever. 


pretended to by 0 enthuſiaſt. ancient or 
— : ee 
If 
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If then St. Paul and the church of Co- 
rinib were not deceived in aſcribing to them- 
ſelves this miraculous power, but really had 


it, there is the ſtrongeſt reaſon to think, that 


neither were they deceived in the other 
powers to which they pretended ; as the 
ſame ſpirit which gave them that, equally 
could, and probably would, give them the 
others, to ſerve the ſame holy ends for which 
that was given. And, by conſequence, St. 
Paul was no enthuſiaſt in what he wrote 
upon that head to the Corinthians, nor in 
other ſimilar inſtances where he aſcribes to 


himſelf, or to the churches he founded, any 


ſupernatural graces and gifts. Indeed they 
who would impute to imagination effects 
ſuch as thoſe which St. Paul imputes to the 
power of God attending his miſſion, muſt: 
| aſcribe to imagination the ſame een n 
vhich he aſcribes to God. 

Having thus, flatter myſelf, atisfa@orily: 
ſhewn that St. Paul could not be an enthu- 
fiaſt, who by the force of an over-heated 
imagination impoſed on himſelf, I am next 
to WIS whether he was deceived by the 


2 fraud | 
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fraud of others, and whether all that he 
ſaid of himſelf can be imputed to the power: 
of that deceit ? But I need fay little to ſnew 


the abſurdity of this ſuppoſitien. It was: 


morally impoſſible for the diſciples of Chriſt, 
to conceive ſuch a thought as that of turn 
ing his proſecutor into his Apoſtle, and to 
do this by a fraud, in the very inſtant of: 
his greateſt fury againſt them and their Lord. 
But could they have: been. ſo extravagant as; 
to conceive ſuch a thought, it was phyſically; 
impoſſible for them to execute it in a man- 
ner we find his converſion to have been; 
effected. Could they produce a light in: 


the air which at mid-day was brighter than; 


that of the ſun? Could they make Saul hear: 
words from out. of that light which were: 
not heard by the reſt of the company? 
Could they make him blind for three days: 
after that viſion, and then make ſcales fall; 
off from his. eyes, and reſtore him to his. 


ſight by a word? Beyond diſpute, no fraud 


could do theſe things, but much leſs ſtill! 


Acts xxii. 9. 
5 could 
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could the fraud of others produce thoſe mi- 
racles ſubſequent to his converſion, in which 
he was not paſſive, but active, which he 
did himſelf, and appeals to in his Epiſtles 
as proofs of his divine miſſion. I ſhall 
then take it for granted that he was not 
deceived by the fraud of others, and that 
what he ſkid of himſelf cannot be imputed 
to the power of that deceit, no more than 
to wilful impoſture, or to enthuſiaſm; and 
then it follows, that what he related to 
have been the cauſe of his converſion, and 
to have happened in conſequence of it, did 
all really happen, and 7herefore the Chriſtian 
religion is a Divine Revelation. 
That that concluſion is fairly and unde- 

niably drawn from the premifes, I think 
. muſt be owned, unleſs ſome probable cauſe 
can be aſſigned, to-account for thoſe facts 
ſo authentically related in the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, and atteſted in his Epiſtles by 
St. Paul himſelf, other than any of thofe 
which I have conſidered; and this I am 
confident cannot be done. It muſt be there- 

fore accounted for by the power of God. 
5 „ 
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That God ſhould work miracles for the eſta- 
bliſhment of a moſt holy religion, which, 
from the inſuperable difficulties that ſtood 
in the way of it, could not have eſtabliſhed 
itſelf without ſuch an aſſiſtance, is no way 
repugnant to human reaſon : but that with- 
out any miracle ſuch things ſhould have 
happened as no adequate natural cauſes can 
be aſſigned for, is what human reaſon cannot 


believe. 


To impute them to iich or the power 
of Dæmons (which was the reſource of the 
Heathens and Fews againſt the notoriety of 
the miracles performed by Chrift and his 


Diſciples) is by no 'means agreeable to the 


notions of thoſe who in this age diſbelieve 
Chriſtianity. It will therefore be needleſs 
to ſhew the weakneſs iof that ſuppoſition : 
But that ſuppoſition itſelf is no inconſi- 


derable argument of the truth of the facts. 


Next to the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, the 


ſtrongeſt witneſſes of the undeniable force 
of that truth are Cel/us and Julian, and other 


ancient opponents of the Chriſtian religion, 


who CO In" to ſolve what they could 
not 
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not contradict, by ſuch an irrational and 
abſurd imagination. 

The diſpute was not then between faith 
and reaſon, but between religion and ſu- 


perſtition. Superſtition aſcribed to caba- 


liſtical names, or magical ſecrets, ſuch 
operations as carried along with them evi- 
dent marks of the Divine power: religion 


aſcribed: them to God, and reaſon declared 


itſelf on that fide of the queſtion. Upon 
what grounds then can we now overturn 


that deciſion? Upon what grounds can we. 


reject the unqueſtionable teſtimony given 
by St. Paul, that he was called by God to 
be a Diſciple and Apoſtle of Chriſt ? It has 
been ſhewn, that we cannot impute- it either 


to enthuſiaſm or fraud; how ſhall we then 


refiſt the conviction of ſuch a proof? Does 
the doctrine he preached contain any pre- 
cepts againſt the law of morality, that na- 
tural law written by God in the hearts of 
mankind? If it did, 1 confeſs that none of 
the arguments I have made uſe of could 
prove ſuch a doctrine to come from him. 


But this is ſo far from being the caſe, that 


4. 40 | even 
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even thoſe who reject Chriſtianity as a Di- 
vine Revelation, acknowledge the morals 
delivered by: Chriſt and by his Apoſtles to 
be worthy. of God. Is it then on account 
of the myſteries in the Goſpel that the facts 
are denied, though ſupported by evidence, 
which in all other cafes would be allowed 
to contain the cleareſt conviction, and can- 
not in this be rejected without reducing 
the mindu to a ſtate of abſolute ſcepticiſm, 
and overturning thoſe rules by which we 
judge of all evidence, and of the truth or 
credibility of all other facts? But this is 
plainly to give up the uſe of our under- 
ſtanding where we are able to uſe; it moſt 
properly, in order to apply it to things of 
which it is not a'competent judge. The 
motives and reaſons upon which Divine 
wiſdom may think proper to act, as well 
as the manner in which it acts, muſt often 
lie out of the reach of our underſtanding ;: 
but the motives and reafons of human ac- 
tions, and the manner in which they are 
performed; are all in the ſphere of human. 
knowledge; and upon them. we may judge, 

| with. 
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with a well-grounded confidence, when they 


are fairly propoſed to our conſideration. 


It is incomparably more'probable that a 
Revelation from God concerning the ways 


of his Providence, ſhould contain in it 
matters above the capacity of our minds to 
comprehend, than that St. Paul, or indeed 
any of the other Apoſtles ſhould have acted, 
as we know that they did, upon any other 
foundations than certain knowledge of Chriſt's 
being riſen from the dead; or ſhould have 


ſucceeded in the work they undertook, with- 
out the aid of miraculous powers. To the. 


former of theſe propoſitions 1 may give my 
aſſent without any direct oppoſition of rea- 
ſon to faith; but in admitting the latter, I 
mult believe againſt all thoſe probabilitics 
that are the rational grounds of aſſent. 
Nor do they who reject the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, becauſe of the difhculties which oc- 
cur in its myſteries, contider how far that 
objection will go againſt other ſyſtems, both 
of religion and of philofophy, which they 
themſelves profeſs to admit. There are in 


Deijm itſelf, the moſt ſimple of all religious 
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opinions, ſeveral difficulties, for which hu- 
man reaſon can but ill account; which may 
therefore be not improperly ſtiled 4riicles 
F Faith. Such is the origin of evil under 
the government of an all-good and all- 
powerful Gad ; a queſtion ſo hard, that the 
inability of ſolving it in a ſatisfactory man- 
ner to their apprehenſions, has driven ſome 
of the greateſt philoſophers into the mon- 
ſtrous and ſenſeleſs opinions of Manichei/m, 
and Atheiſm. Such is the reconciling the 
preſcience of God with the free-will of man, 
which, after much thought on the ſubject, 
Mr. Locke * fairly confeſſes he could not do, 
though he acknowledged both; and what 
Mr. Locke could not do, in reaſoning upon 
ſubjects of a metaphyſical nature, I am apt 
to think few men, if any, can hope to per- 
form. 3 | | 
Such is alſo the creation of the world at 
any ſuppoſed time, or the eternal produc- 
tion of it from God; it being almoſt equally 
hard, according to mere philoſophical no- 


ge his Letter to Mr, Molyneux, p. 50g. v. 3. 
| - | tions, 


Lg 
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tions, either to admit that the goodneſs of 
God could remain unexerted through all 
eternity before the time of ſuch a creation, 
let it be ſet back ever ſo far, or to conceive 
an eternal production; which words, ſo ap- 
plied, are inconſiſtent and contradictory. 
terms; the ſolution commonly given by a 
compariſon to the emanation of light from 
the ſun, not being adequate to it, or juſt; 
for light is a quality inherent in fire, and 
naturally emaning from it; whereas matter 
1s not a guality inherent or emaning from 
the Divine eſſence, but of a different ſub- 
ſtance and nature, and if not independent 
and /elf-exiſting,' muſt have been created by 
a mere act of the Divine will; and if cre- 
ated, then not eternal, the idea of creation 
implying a time when the ſubſtance created 


did not exiſt. But if, to get rid of this 
difficulty, we have recourſe, as many of 


the ancient philoſophers had, to the inde- 


pendent exiſtence of matter, then we muſt 
admit wo ſelf-exiling principles, which is 


quite inconſiſtent with genuine theiſm, or 
natural reaſon. Nay, could hat be ad- 
mitted, 
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mitted, it would not yet clear up the doubt, 
unleſs we ſuppoſe not only the eternal ex- 
iſtence of matter independent of God, but 
that it. was from eternity in the order and 
beauty we ſee it in now, without any agency 


of the Divine power; otherwiſe the ſame 


difficulty will always occur, why it was 
not before put into that order and ſtate of 
perfection; or how the, goodneſs of God 


could ſo long remain in a ſtate of inaction, 


unexerted and unemployed. For were the 
time of ſuch an eæertion of it put back ever 
ſo far; if, inſtead of five or ſix thouſand 
years, we were to ſuppoſe millions of mil- 
lions of ages to have paſſed ſince the world * 
was reduced out of a Chaos to an harmonious 
and regular form, ſtill a whole eternity muſt. 


have preceded that date, during which the 


Divine attributes did not exert themſelves 


An that beneficent work, ſo ſuitable to them, 


* By the world I do not mean this earth alone, but the 
whole material univerſe, with all its inhabitants. Even 


created ſpirits fall under the fame reaſonjpg; for they muſt 


alſo have had a Beginning, and before that begining an eter- 
nity muſt have * 


cha 
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that the conjectures of human reaſon can 
find no cauſe for its being delayed. 

But becauſe of theſe difficulties, or any 
other that may occur in the ſyſtem of Deiſm, 
no wiſe man will deny the being of God, or 
his infinite wiſdom, goodneſs, and power, 
which are proved by ſuch evidence as carrics 
the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt conviction, and 
cannot be refuſed without involving the 
mind in far greater difficulties, even in 
downright ab/urd:ties and impoſſibilities, The 
only part therefore that can be taken 1s, to 
account in the beſt manner that our weak 
reaſon is able to do, for ſuch ſeeming. ob- 
jections; and where 7hat fails, to acknow- 
ledge its weakneſs, and acquieſce under the 


certainty, that our very imperfect know- 


ledge or judgment cannot be the meaſure 
of the Divine wiſdom, or the univerſal 
ſtandard of truth. So likewiſe it is with 
reſpect to the Chriſtian religion. Some dif- 


ficulties occur in that Revelation, which 


human reaſon can hardly clear; but as the 


truth of it ſtands upon evidence ſo ſtrong 


and convincing, that it cannot be denied 
(3 without 
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without much preater difficulties than thoſe 
that attend the belief of it, as I have before 
endeavoured to prove, we ought not to re- 
ject it upon ſuch objections, however mor- 
tify ing they may be to our pride. That 
indeed would have all things made plain to 
us; but God has thought proper to pro- 
portion our knowledge to our wants, not 
our pride. All that concerns our duty is 
clear; and as to other points either of na- 
| tural or revealed religion, if he has left ſome 
obſcurities in them, is that any reaſonable 
cauſe of complaint? Not to rejoice in the 
benefit of what he has graciouſly allowed 
us to know, from a preſumptuous diſguſt 
at our incapacity of knowing more, is as ab- 
ſurd as it would be to refuſe to walk, be- 
cauſe we cannot fly. ß 

From the arrogant ignorance of meta— 
phyſical reaſonings, aiming at matters above 
our knowledge, aroſe all the ſpeculative im- 
piety, and many of the worſt ſuperſtitions 
of the old heathen world, before the Goſpel 
was preached to bring man back again- to 
the primitive faith; and from the ſame 
| 2 ſource 
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ſource have ſince flowed ſome of the greateſt 
corruptions of the Evangelical truth, and 
the moſt inveterate prejudices” againſt it: 
an effect juſt as natural as for our eyes to 
grow weak, and even blind, by being 
ſtrained to look at objects too diſtant, or 

not made for them to ſee. | 
Are. then our intellectual faculties of no 
uſe in religion? Yes, undoubtedly, of the 
_ moſt neceſſary uſe, when rightly employed. 
The proper employment of them is to diſ- 
tinguiſh its genuine doctrines from others 
erroneouſly or corruptly aſcribed to it; to 
conſider the importance and purport of 
them, with the connection they bea to one 
another; but firſt of all to examine with 
the ſtricteſt attention the evidence by which 
religion is proved, internal as well as ex- 
ternal. If the external evidence be con- 
vincingly ſtrong, and there is no internal 
proof of its falſhood, but much to ſupport 
and confirm its truth, then ſurely no diffi- 
culties ought to prevent our giving a full 
aſſent and belief to it. It is our duty in- 
deed to endeavour to find the beſt ſolutions - 
- WA we 
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we can to them ; but where no ſatisfactory 
ones are to be found, it is no leſs our duty 
ro acquieſce with humility, and believe that 
to be right which we know is above us, and 
belonging to a wiſdom ſuperior to ours. 

Nor let it be ſaid, that this will be an 
argument for the admitting all doctrines, - 
however abſurd, that may have been grafted 
upon the Chriſtian faith. Thoſe which can 
plainly be proved mot to belong io it, fall 
not under the reaſoning I have laid down 
(and certainly none do belong to it which 
contradict either our clear, intuitive knows 
ledge, or the evident principles and diflates 
of reaſon). I ſpeak only of difficulties which 
attend the belief of the Goſpel in ſome of 
its pure and eſſential doctrines, plainly and 
evident] y delivered there, which, being made 
known to us by a Revelation ſupported by 
| proofs that our reaſon ought to admit, and 
not being ſuch things as it can certainly 
know to be falſe, muſt be received by it as 
objects of faith, though they are ſuch as it 
could not have diſcovered by any natural 
| means, and wen as are difficult to be con- 
ceived, 
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ceived, or ſatisfactorily explained, by its 


limited powers. If rhe glorious light of the © 
G Opel be ſometimes overcaſt with clouds f 


doubt, ſo is the light of our reaſon too. But 
ſhall we deprive ourſelves of the advantage 


of either, becauſe thoſe clouds cannot per- 


haps be entirely removed while we remain 
in this mortal life? Shall we obſtinately 
and frowardly ſhut our eyes againſt Chat day- 
ſpring from on high that has viſited us, be- 
cauſe we are not as yet able to bear the full 
blaze of his beams? Indeed, not even in 
heaven itſelf, not in the higheſt ſtate of per- 
fection to which a finite being can ever at= 
tain, will all the counſels of Providence, all 
the height and the depth of the infinite wif- 
dom of God, be ever diſcloſed or under- 
ſtood. Faith even then will be neceſſary ; 
and there will be myſteries which cannot 
be penetrated by the moſt exalted archangel, 
and truths which cannot be known by him 
otherwiſe than from Revelation, or believed 
upon any other ground of aſſent than a /ub- 
miſſive confidence in the Divine wiſdom. What, 
then, ſhall man preſume that his weak and 
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narrow underſtanding is ſufficient to guide 
him into all truth, without any need of Rc- 
velation or Faith? Shall he complain that 
the ways of God are not like his ways, and 

paſt his finding out ® True philoſophy, as 
well as true Chriſtianity, would teach us a 
wiſer and modeſter part. It would teach 
us to be content within thoſe bounds which 
God has aſſigned to us, cafiing down ima- 
ginations, and every high thing that exalleth 
itſelf againſt the knowledge of God, and bring- 
ing into captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Chriſt *. 
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Is DEMONSTRATED by INFALLIBLE PROOF, 
from FOUR RULEs, which are incompatible 
to any IMPOSTURE that ever yet has been, or 
can poſſibly be. 


IN A LETTER TO A FRIEND. 
By the late 
Rv. CHARLES LESLIE, M. A. 


With a LETTER from the Aur HOR to a DEIS r, 
upon his Converſion by reading his Book. 


To which is prefixed 
A:PREFACE 
By the Rev. M. JES, M.“ 
Author of The Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity, &c. 
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